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Summary information

Simon Fraser University Archives and Records Management DepartmentRepository:

Doering / Mutter family fondsTitle:

[189-]-2017 (creation)Dates:

6.5 cm of textual records
ca. 700 photographs
ca. 14 postcards

Extent:

Archival description

Biographical sketch
The Doering / Mutter family can be traced back to Charles Doering's move to British Columbia in the
1880s and the marriage of his daughter Beatrice to George Mutter in 1910.

Carl (Charles) Gottfried Doering was born in Leipzig, Germany in 1856. He emigrated to the United
States around 1875, going first to Colorado, then San Francisco, before moving to Victoria BC around
1881. By 1883 he was splitting his time between Victoria and Vancouver (then called Granville),
settling permanently in Vancouver in 1888. In that same year, Doering married Sarah Jane
Helgesen, daughter of the former Member of Parliament Hans Helgesen. The couple had a daughter,
Beatrice, born August 30, 1889. A second daughter, Kathleen Mary, died in infancy in 1893. Sarah
Jane died in 1906 from complications arising from tuberculosis while the family was travelling in
Germany. Doering later remarried, wedding the widow Mary Reid in 1911.

In Victoria, Doering owned and ran the King's Head saloon from about 1883 to 1888. In Vancouver,
he established the Stag and Pheasant in 1886, the first of several hotels and saloons he would own
until his death in 1927. But in Vancouver, Doering is primarily known for his role in developing the
local brewing industry. Doering established the Vancouver Brewery at Scotia St. and 7th Ave. in
1888. One of Vancouver's first breweries, it would become the largest of the Brewery Creek
operations and one of the most successful breweries in the city. Doering was joined by Danish
brewer Otto Marstrand in 1892, renaming the company Doering and Marstrand. In 1900 it merged
with John Williams' Red Cross Brewery to form a new company, the Vancouver Breweries Ltd. Just
over a ten years later in 1911, Vancouver Breweries in turn merged with three other brewers to form
the British Columbia Breweries Ltd.. Doering shut down the plant in Brewery Creek, moving all
production to a new state-of-the-art facility at Yew St. and 11th Ave. This plant had been built in
1909 by Henry Reifel's Canadian Brewing and Malting Company, one of the founding partners of BC
Breweries. Doering ended his involvement in BC Breweries (and the brewing industry generally)
around 1912, with the sale of the company to a group of British investors. Under the new
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management BC Breweries struggled, Doering and Williams became embroiled in a legal dispute with
Reifel (eventually settled out of court), and the company went into receivership in 1915 before being
reorganized under Reifel in 1918.

In 1910, Doering's daughter Beatrice married George William Mutter. Mutter was born in Argyllshire,
Scotland, in 1880 to parents James Mitchell Mutter and Isabella Allan Morrison. The family moved to
British Columbia in 1891, settling in North Cowichan on Vancouver Island. Mutter worked for Charles
Doering in various capacities. From ca 1910 to 1914 Mutter served as manager of Doering's Hat
Creek Ranch, a property on the old Cariboo Wagon Road near Cache Creek that Doering had
acquired in 1910.

Doering originally purchased Hat Creek Ranch as a wedding gift for Beatrice and George. Beatrice,
however, preferred to live instead on another property Doering had acquired, Fairburn Farm on
Vancouver Island near Duncan. With Doering's remarriage in 1911 and his withdrawal from the
Vancouver brewing industry following the BC Breweries sale, Doering increasingly spent time at Hat
Creek,  expanding the property and its ranching operations. After World War One, Doering's stepson
John Basil Jackson became manager of the ranch.

Doering died of a heart attack in Vancouver on April 15, 1927. Ownership of Hat Creek Ranch passed
to Jackson and his wife Dorothy, and they ran the ranch from 1930 to 1977, when Jackson died. In
1978 Dorothy sold the property to BC Hydro.

Beatrice and George Mutter mainly lived at Fairburn on Vancouver Island after 1914. In 1915 Mutter
and two of his brothers (James Islay and Alex Allan) purchased the Esquimalt Brewing Company.
They leased it out, but the brewery burned down in January 1916. The Mutters had seven children
before divorcing in 1929. Both continued to live on Vancouver Island. George died in 1946, Beatrice
in 1974.

Beatrice and George's second son George William Morrison Mutter was born in 1912 (died 1992). It
was to his son Jerrold Douglas Mutter (Doering's great-great-grandson) that many of the family
papers eventually passed.

Scope and content
Fonds consists of business records and photographs relating to the activities and enterprises of
Charles Doering. Materials include financial records relating to Doering's brewing company,
Vancouver Breweries Ltd., and its successor, BC Breweries Ltd. (series 1); correspondence and
financial records relating to Doering's property in the Cariboo near Cache Creek, the Hat Creek Ranch
(series 2); photographs from a scrapbook created by Fred Duttweiler, Doering's secretary at Hat
Creek (series 3); photographs from the family of Doering's brewmaster Henry Traeger, relating to
the brewery and Hat Creek Ranch (series 4); and the research files of Jerrold Dennis Mutter,
Doering's great-great-grandson, relating to family history (series 5). Records include financial
registers, account balances and ledger sheets, invoices and orders; correspondence, postcards and
photographs; and research working papers and copies of publications and source documentation
relating to Doering's hotel, brewing and ranching businesses.
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Notes

Custodial history
The donor, Jerrold Dennis Mutter, is the great-great-grandson of Charles Doering. Materials originally
in the possession of Doering (series 1 and series 2) passed down to Mutter through the family via his
great-grandmother, Beatrice (Doering) Mutter, Charles Doering's daughter. For the photographs in
(series 3 and series 4 ), see the custodial histories in those series descriptions.  Mutter donated the
materials to SFU Archives in two transfers in November 2024 (accession 2024-091) and April 2025
(accession 2025-010).

Note on dates
The oldest original document is from 1907, but the fonds includes copies of photographs and
documents whose originals date back to ca. 1890s.

Arrangement
The fonds has been arranged by the archivist into series based on the provenance and contents of
the records.

Language of material
English

Restrictions on access
Files and items are open with no access restrictions.

Terms governing use and reproduction
Some of the materials in the fonds are in public domain, but others may be subject to copyright; see
series descriptions for details. The donor, Jerrold Dennis Mutter, retained copyright in any materials
that he authored but agreed to make these materials available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial license (CC BY-NC). The fonds also includes copyright-protected works
created by third parties, e.g. incoming correspondence and works collected by Mutter that were
authored by other individuals or groups. For these materials, the Archives may make copies available
for private study or research purposes under the fair dealing provisions of Canada's Copyright Act.
Use for any other purpose may require the permission of the copyright owner. SFU Archives can
assist researchers in attempting to clarify the copyright status of particular works and identify
copyright owners, but it is the user's responsibility to contact owners and secure any required
permissions.

Associated materials
For other materials held by SFU Archives relating to Charles Doering, the Vancouver Brewery and its
successors, see the Greg Evans fonds, especially series F-316-3-5. The City of Vancouver Archives
also holds some records and photographs relating to Doering and his brewery; see e.g. the Major
Matthews collection, files AM54-232-2-- and AM54-517-M2508.

For the Hat Creek Ranch, see the British Columbia Archives Archives Fonds PR-0873 (Hat Creek
Ranch fonds) and Fonds PR-0872 (Hat Creek Hotel fonds). As of 2025, the Hat Creek Ranch is a
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Access points

provincial heritage site operated by the St’uxwtews Pesuten Heritage Society in collaboration with
the Bonaparte First Nation.

Accruals
Further accruals may occur.

Sources
Sources consulted include:
- Jerrold Dennis Mutter, personal communications (November 2024, April 2025).
- Noélle Phillips, Brewmasters and Brewery Creek (Touchwood Editions, 2024).
- Bill Wilson, Beer Barons of B.C. (Lantzville BC: Tamahi Publications, 2011).
- WikiTree, "George William Mutter" (Online: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Mutter-139, accessed
April 3, 2025)
- VirtualMuseum.ca, Community Stories, "Sagebrush, Steers and Saddlesores: Historic Hat Creek
Ranch" (Online: https://www.communitystories.ca/v1/pm_v2.php?
id=story_line_index&fl=0&lg=English&ex=379&pos=1, accessed April 3, 2025).

Additional sources can be found in series 5 of the fonds (Jerrold Dennis Mutter's research files).

Dates of creation, revision and deletion
October 2025: fonds first arranged and described (Richard Dancy).

Doering / Mutter family
Doering, Charles Gottfried
Mutter, Jerrold Dennis
Photographic materials
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Series
F-353-1, Charles Doering brewery records

Dates
1907-1913 (creation)

Extent
2 cm of textual records

Scope and content
Series consists of business records originally in the possession of Charles Doering relating to his
brewing enterprises in Vancouver, the Vancouver Breweries Ltd. and BC Breweries Ltd. Vancouver
Breweries grew out of Doering's Vancouver Brewery established in 1888; BC Breweries was formed
in 1911 with the merger of four brewing companies, including the Vancouver Breweries (see the
administrative histories of Vancouver Breweries and BC Breweries for more information). This series
consists of 14 documents that Doering himself retained in his own personal possession relating to the
breweries. Records include financial registers, financial statements, invoices and shareholder lists.

Custodial history
Materials were in the possession of Charles Doering, proprietor of Vancouver Brewery (and co-owner
of its successors). Custody passed within the family to his great-great-grandson, Jerrold Dennis
Mutter, who donated the materials to SFU Archives in 2024.

Arrangement
Files arranged chronologically.

Language of material
English

Restrictions on access
Files are open with no access restrictions.

Terms governing use and reproduction
The application of copyright is uncertain. Some of the business records may not meet the test of
originality to attract copyright protection; the correspondence is subject to copyright, but given the
age of the records it is possible that the term of protection in some cases has expired (the term
would typically be life of the author plus 70 years). If copyright does apply, it is not always clear who
the actual copyright holder would be. The donor, Jerrold Dennis Mutter, did not assert or transfer
copyright to SFU Archives. Given these uncertainties, the Archives treats these records as subject to
third-party copyright and makes copies available under the fair dealing provisions of Canada's
Copyright Act. Researchers wishing to use copies for a non-fair dealing (e.g. commercial) purpose
should undertake their own copyright analysis and make their own determination of risk.

Associated materials
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File / item list

Reference code Title Date Access status Container

For photographs and other documents relating to Vancouver Breweries in this fonds, see links below
in Related materials. For materials held at other repositories, see the note on Associated materials at
the fonds-level description.

Accruals
Further accruals may occur.

Dates of creation, revision and deletion
October 2025: series first arranged and described.

Access points
British Columbia Breweries Limited / Brewers and Distillers of Vancouver
Doering, Charles Gottfried
Vancouver Breweries Limited

F-353-1-0-0-1 File - Vancouver Breweries Ltd. Rapid Trial Balance
register

1907-1910 353-4Open

F-353-1-0-0-2 File - Vancouver Breweries Ltd. financial records 1911-1912 353-1Open

F-353-1-0-0-3 File - BC Breweries Ltd. financial records 1911-1913 353-4Open

F-353-1-0-0-4 File - Canadian Brewing and Malting Company Ltd.
shareholders list

[191-] 353-1Open

F-353-1-0-0-5 File - Combined balance sheets - BC Breweries,
Vancouver Breweries, Union Brewing Company

1912 353-4Open



SFU Archives and Records Management Department Series F-353-2, Charles Doering Hat Creek Ranch records

Series
F-353-2, Charles Doering Hat Creek Ranch records

Dates
1910-1914 (creation)

Extent
1 cm of textual records

Scope and content
Series consists of records originally in the possession of Charles Doering relating to the business
affairs of Hat Creek Ranch. Doering purchased the site in 1910 and oversaw the expansion of the
property and its ranching operations (see the Hat Creek Ranch administrative history for more
information). Records include financial ledger pages (file 1) and correspondence (file 2).

Custodial history
Materials were in the possession of Charles Doering, Hat Creek Ranch's owner from 1910 until his
death in 1927. Custody passed within the family eventually to Doering's great-great-grandson,
Jerrold Dennis Mutter, who donated the records to SFU Archives in 2024.

Language of material
English

Restrictions on access
Files are open with no access restrictions.

Terms governing use and reproduction
The application of copyright is uncertain. Some of the business records may not meet the test of
originality to attract copyright protection; the correspondence is subject to copyright, but given the
age of the records it is possible that the term of protection in some cases has expired (the term
would typically be life of the author plus 70 years). If copyright does apply, it is not always clear who
the actual copyright holder would be. The donor, Jerrold Dennis Mutter, did not assert or transfer
copyright to SFU Archives. Given these uncertainties, the Archives treats these records as subject to
third-party copyright and makes copies available under the fair dealing provisions of Canada's
Copyright Act. Researchers wishing to use copies for a non-fair dealing (e.g. commercial) purpose
should undertake their own copyright analysis and make their own determination of risk.

Associated materials
For photographs and other documents relating to Hat Creek Ranch, see series 3 through 5. For
materials relating to Hat Creek Ranch in other repositories, see the Associated materials note at the
fonds-level description.

Accruals
No further accruals are expected.
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File / item list

Reference code Title Date Access status Container

Dates of creation, revision and deletion
April 2025: series first arranged and described.

Access points
Doering, Charles Gottfried
Hat Creek Ranch

F-353-2-0-0-1 File - Hat Creek Ranch financial records 1910-1914 353-4Open

F-353-2-0-0-2 File - Hat Creek Ranch correspondence 1911-1913 353-1Open
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Series
F-353-3, Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs and correspondence

Dates
[ca. 1912-1916], 2008 (creation)

Extent
1 cm of textual records
ca. 530 photographs
ca. 12 postcards

Scope and content
Series consists primarily of photographs originally included in a scrapbook created by Fred
Duttweiler, an employee of Charles Doering who lived and worked at Hat Creek in the 1910s
(Duttweiler was manager of the ranch from ca. 1914-1919). Photos include of images of Hat Creek
Ranch and its environs, the Cariboo Road, and Duttweiler's friends and outings in the area;
Duttweiler's visit (or later move?) to San Francisco; photographs of Vancouver and Doering's
brewery in Brewery Creek; Doering's farm at Fairburn near Duncan; a trip to Campbell River, BC; a
trip to the Middle East ca. 1914 by Doering, his second wife Mary Reid, her son Basil, and Duttweiler;
and postcards Duttweiler received from friends, including some in military service during World War
One. The series also includes correspondence between Duttweiler's daughter Pat Duttweiler and
Jerrold Dennis Mutter, Doering's great-great-grandson, relating to the transfer of the scrapbook from
Duttweiler to Mutter in 2008.

The photographs were originally glued into a scrapbook. By the time it was received by Mutter (in
2008), it was in a physically crumbling state. Mutter removed the photos from the scrapbook (some
with the page backing still attached) and they were transferred to the Archives in this loose form.

Custodial history
The scrapbook was originally created by Fred Duttweiler during his time as an employee at Charles
Doering's Hat Creek Ranch in the 1910s. Duttweiler took the scrapbook with him when he moved to
San Francisco after his time at Hat Creek. The scrapbook remained in the possession of the family
until 2008. In that year Jerrold Dennis Mutter, Charles Doering's great-great-grandson, began a
correspondence with Fred's daughter Pat Duttweiler, who sent him the scrapbook. Mutter donated
the photos to SFU Archives in two transfers in 2024 and 2025.

Arrangement
With the exception of the opening image of the scrapbook (first photograph in file 2), it is not
possible to reconstruct the original order of the images. The archivist has arranged the photographs
into files based roughly on contents and locations (insofar as these can be identified). The main
groupings are: personal (friends, postcards received, San Fransisco); Hat Creek Ranch and its
environs; Vancouver and Doering's Vancouver Breweries; Fairburn farm; and trips to Campbell River
and the Middle East. An additional "general" grouping (file 2 and file 3) brings together photographs
whose locations cannot be identified with certainty or images from different groupings that are
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File / item list

Reference code Title Date Access status Container

physically joined together on the same scrapbook page (e.g. front and back).

Language of material
English

Availability of other formats
Some of the photographs were reproduced as prints by Jerrold Dennis Mutter; these copies are
included in series 5, Mutter's research files.

Restrictions on access
Photos are open with no access restrictions.

Terms governing use and reproduction
Photographs were made prior to January 1, 1949 and are accordingly in the public domain, following
the rules set out in Canada's Copyright Act for photographs made by individual authors.

Accruals
No further accruals are expected.

Dates of creation, revision and deletion
October 2025: series first arranged and described.

Access points
Duttweiler, Fred
Duttweiler, Pat
Photographic materials

F-353-3-0-0-1 File - Correspondence: Pat Duttweiler 2008 353-1Open

F-353-3-0-0-2 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
general, vol. 1

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-2Open

F-353-3-0-0-3 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
general, vol. 2

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-4Open

F-353-3-0-0-4 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
personal, vol. 1

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-2Open

F-353-3-0-0-5 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
personal, vol. 2

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-4Open

F-353-3-0-0-6 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs: Hat
Creek Rance, vol. 1

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-2Open

F-353-3-0-0-7 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs: Hat
Creek Ranch, vol. 2

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-2Open

F-353-3-0-0-8 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
Vancouver

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-3Open
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F-353-3-0-0-9 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
Fairburn farm

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-3Open

F-353-3-0-0-10 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
Campbell River / Willows Hotel

[ca. 1912
-1916]

353-3Open

F-353-3-0-0-11 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
Middle East trip, vol. 1

[ca. 1914] 353-3Open

F-353-3-0-0-12 File - Fred Duttweiler scrapbook photographs:
Middle East trip, vol. 2

[ca. 1914] 353-4Open
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Series
F-353-4, Leslie Traeger photographs and correspondence

Dates
[ca. 1912-1913], 1998-2008 (creation)

Extent
1 cm of textual records
ca. 140 photographs

Scope and content
Series consists primarily of photographs relating to the families and friends of Charles Doering and
Henry Traeger at Hat Creek Ranch ca 1912-1913.  Traeger was the head brewer at Doering's
brewery in Vancouver from 1900, and the Traeger family lived in Doering's old house on the brewery
site at 262 E. 6th Ave. The Traeger were frequent visitors to Doering's Hat Creek Ranch property,
and Traeger's younger son, Leslie, stayed at the ranch as a child to recuperate from illness.

The photographs date from ca. 1912-1913. They are copies of the originals and includes prints (file
2) mainly relating to the Traegers' visits to Hat Creek Ranch; and photocopies / print-outs (file 3)
that include scenes from both Hat Creek Ranch and and the house at East 6th Ave. in Vancouver.
The copies were made by Henry Traeger's grandson Leslie between 1998-2008 for Doering's great-
great-grandson Jerrold Dennis Mutter. Leslie's father was William Traeger, Henry's eldest son, who
appears as a youth in some of the photos. Many of the images include Leslie Traeger's annotations
and descriptions. The series includes correspondence between Traeger and Mutter relating to the
photographs and other documents that Traeger sent (for these other documents, see series 5).

Custodial history
The original prints and negatives were in the custody of Leslie Traeger, son of William H. Traeger
who appears in some of the photographs. Some time around 1920 William moved to California,
where Leslie was later born. In 1998 Leslie Traeger began a correspondence with  Jerrold Dennis
Mutter, Charles Doering's great-great-grandson, and he sent Mutter these copies of photographs and
other documents relating to Charles Doering.

Note on dates
Photographs are copies made between 1998-2008 from original prints and negatives dated ca. 1912
-1913.

Language of material
English

Location of originals
Originals remain in the possession of Leslie Traeger's family in California.

Restrictions on access
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File / item list

Reference code Title Date Access status Container

Photographs are open with no access restrictions.

Terms governing use and reproduction
Photographs were made prior to January 1, 1949 and are accordingly in the public domain, following
the rules set out in Canada's Copyright Act for photographs made by individual authors.

Accruals
No futher accruals are expected.

Dates of creation, revision and deletion
October 2025: series first arranged and described.

Access points
Photographic materials
Traeger, Leslie

F-353-4-0-0-1 File - Les Traeger correspondence 1998-2008 353-1Open

F-353-4-0-0-2 File - Les Traeger photographs: prints 1912-1913 353-3Open

F-353-4-0-0-3 File - Les Traeger photographs: annotated
photocopies

[200-] 353-1Open
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Series
F-353-5, Jerrold Dennis Mutter family research files

Dates
[1986-2017 (accumulation)
189-]-2017 (creation)

Extent
1.5 cm of textual records
33 photographs: prints
5 photographs: negatives
2 postcards

Scope and content
Series consists of research files created by Jerrold Dennis Mutter relating to his family's history,
particularly the hotel, brewing and ranching businesses of his great-great-grandfather Charles
Doering. Records include Mutter's correspondence, notes and working papers, copies of articles and
publications,  photographs, and copies of original primary source records. Photographs include
reproductions (prints and negatives) of older images as well as more recent photographs more made
or received by Mutter. The copies of source documentation include business correspondence,
advertisements, newspaper clippings, an indenture, obituaries, and legal correspondence relating to
Doering's disputes with Henry Reifel and others following the sale of BC Breweries in 1912.

Note on dates
|Records were accumulated between 1986-2017, but include some copies of documents whose
originals date back to the 1890s.

Language of material
English

Restrictions on access
Files are open with no restrictions.

Terms governing use and reproduction
Some records included in the series may be in the public domain. Others are subject to copyright,
and copyright ownership is mixed. The donor, Jerrold Dennis Mutter, retains copyright in works he
himself authored, but agreed to make these available under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial license (CC BY-NC). The fonds also includes copyright-protected works created by
third parties, e.g. incoming correspondence and works collected by Mutter that were authored by
other individuals or groups. For these materials, the Archives may make copies available for private
study or research purposes under the fair dealing provisions of Canada's Copyright Act. Use for any
other purpose may require the permission of the copyright owner. SFU Archives can assist
researchers in attempting to  clarify copyright status and identify copyright owners, but it is the
user's responsibility to contact owners and secure any required permissions.



SFU Archives and Records Management Department Series F-353-5, Jerrold Dennis Mutter family research files

File / item list

Reference code Title Date Access status Container

Dates of creation, revision and deletion
October 2025: series first arranged and described.

Access points
Mutter, Jerrold Dennis
Photographic materials

F-353-5-0-0-1 File - Correspondence 1986-1988 353-1Open

F-353-5-0-0-2 File - Doering business concerns - research
materials, vol. 1

[198-]-2017 353-1Open

F-353-5-0-0-3 File - Doering business concerns - research
materials, vol. 2

[198-]-2017 353-1Open

F-353-5-0-0-4 File - Photographs: Vancouver Breweries 198-]-201-] 353-3Open

F-353-5-0-0-5 File - Photographs: Hat Creek Ranch 198-]-201-] 353-3Open


