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MsC-243 Stephan S. Sorokin fonds

Summary information

Repository: Simon Fraser University Special Collections and Rare Books

Title: Stephan S. Sorokin fonds

Title [parallel]: Stefan S. Sorokin fonds

Reference code: MsC-243

Date: 1897-2004, predominantly 1949-1984 (date of creation)

Physical description: 92 cm of textual records
6 video cassettes : VHS
2 optical discs : DVD
5 audio reels : 1/4" tape
8 prints : b&w
1 photograph: col. print
19 photographs: b&w print
ca. 640 photographs : b&w negatives

Language: English

Language: Russian

Language: Spanish

Language: Cyrillic

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

February 11, 2022 / ed

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Stephan S. Sorokin was born in Ukraine in 1902 and died in Spokane, Washington in 1984. He came to
Canada in 1949 as a traveling evangelist. When Sorokin arrived in Canada the Doukhobor community
was experiencing quarrelsome split between the Orthodox Doukhobor and the Sons of Freedom. The
Sons of Freedom were engaged in acts of civil disobedience that included arson and nude protests for
both of which many were arrested. Sorokin preached against violence, visited prisoners and promoted
reconciliation. Consequently, he became accepted as a leader of the Sons of Freedom and displaced John
Lededoff in that role despite not having Doukhobor background. He organized the Sons of Freedom
faction into the Christian Community and Brotherhood of Reformed Doukhobors (CCBRD).
In search for a new “Promised Land” for the Reformed Doukhobors, in 1952, Sorokin, sponsored
by his followers, traveled extensively to South America and took up residence in Uruguay where he
lived for the next seventeen years and only visited his flock occasionally. While living in Montevideo,
Uruguay, Sorokin send many letters and spiritual messages to his followers preaching against violence
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and encouraging peaceful resolutions and abandonment of more controversial practices. Nevertheless,
some violence and civil disobedience continued. Sorokin’s correspondence is often signed with or
addressed to with a term of endearment “Dyadya,” Russian for uncle. Sorokin’s was also given spiritual
title “Iastrobov” (Hawk), a title of the missing Peter P. Verigin Jr., as some believed Sorokin was the
missing Verigin, even though Sorokin himself denied that.
Sorokin wrote and published a book Tri dnia i tri nochi v zagrobnoi zhizni [Three days and three nights in
the afterlife] in Crescent Valley, B.C., in 1950.
Sorokin married Ann Koftinoff in 1959 who relocated to Uruguay to live with him. They had two children
Nicolas and Sonya. In 1969, Sorokin returned to British Columbia and continued leading the Reformed
Doukhobors until his death in 1984.

Scope and content

This fonds consists of personal archive of Stephen S. Sorokin that includes incoming and outgoing letters
from around 1949 until his death in 1984 many of which were sent from Montevideo, Uruguay where
Sorokin lived for thirt- two years. This fonds also includes many original writings and spiritual messages
addressed to the Doukhobor communities, the CCBRD and the Sons of Freedom. Records in this fonds
also include draft of Sorokin’s book Three Days and Three Nights published in 1950, clippings and
publications related to the Sorokin’s life and his leadership of the Doukhobor community. In addition,
this fonds contains Sorokin’s personal files of passports and identity documents, number of original
photographs taken during his visit to British Columbia villages in 1950s and recordings of his speeches
and Doukhobor singing during that visit. It also contains court records relating to Sorokin’s filing a
defamation suit against Trail Times’s journalist. Additional materials include audio and video recordings
of Krestova Youth Choir performances during the Expo 1986.
This sous-fonds consists of six main series: 1: Correspondence; 2: Court records; 3: Writings; 4: Personal
records; 5: General records; 6: Audio-Visual records; 7: Photographs from Sorokin’s visit.

Notes

Title notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Records have been acquired via bookseller Steven Lundsford in one accession in 2017 (2017-002).

Arrangement

Records in this fonds have been arranged by the archivist. The original order of documents within
the files was maintained without imposing chronological order. Names of the original folders were
maintained as found with added clarification based on the content when needed.
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Restrictions on access

No known restrictions

Finding aids

Printed inventory is also available

Related material

Doukhobor Collection MsC 121

Accruals

Further accruals are possible

Other notes

• Publication status: published
• Level of detail: Full
• Status description: Published

Access points

• Textual record (documentary form)
• Photographic material (documentary form)
• Sound recording (documentary form)
• Moving images (documentary form)
• Dukhobors -- British Columbia (subject)
• Christian Community And Brotherhood Of Reformed Doukhobors Fraternal Council (CCBRD)

(subject)
• Sons of Freedom (subject)
• Dukhobors -- Canada (subject)
• Cultural groups (subject)

Series descriptions

Series MsC-243-0-1: Correspondence
Date: 1936-1985 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series consists of correspondence of Stephan Sorokin in capacity as the leader of the CCBRD
and a leader/spokesperson of the Sons of Freedom with various individuals of within the Doukhobor
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community and outside of it, including representatives of the Canadian government and other
organizations. This series contains incoming and outgoing correspondence. Many of the letters are
with or regarding of the imprisoned members of the Reformed Doukhobors community. Besides
letters, telegrams, and open letters, the files in this series contain other records including Sorokin
addresses to community, resolution, clippings, texts of poems, psalms and prayers, reports, meeting
minutes of the Fraternal Council of CCBRD and other matters related to the CCBRD and the Sons of
Freedom. Sorokin’s letters are sent from South America, mainly Montevideo, Uruguay.
Some of correspondents include: F. J. Mead, William Evans, Rankin, Dean & Munro, Joseph
Podovinikoff, Walter Siegmeister, W. M. Moojelsky, A. Kolesnikov, I. I. Perepelkin, S. Tomilin, Petr
Iliasov, Ivan Chernov, A. Reibin, Steve Lapshinoff, Joseph Ogloff, and Mikhail Chernenkoff.
In English and in Russian and some in Spanish.

Physical description: 54 cm of textual records

Arrangement:

Organized by date of correspondence as found in the archives.

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Access status Container
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-1 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1950] 1950 MsC-243 Box

3
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-2 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1951] 1951 MsC-243 Box

3
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-3 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1952] 1952-1953 MsC-243 Box

3
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-4 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1953] 1952-1953 MsC-243 Box

3
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-5 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1954] 1954 MsC-243 Box

3
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-6 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1955] 1955 MsC-243 Box

4
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-7 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1956] 1953-1956 MsC-243 Box

4
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-8 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1957] 1957-1970 MsC-243 Box

4
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-9 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1958] 1958 MsC-243 Box

4
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-10 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1959] 1958-1959 MsC-243 Box

4
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-11 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1960] 1960 MsC-243 Box

5
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-12 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1961] 1961 MsC-243 Box

5
MsC-243-0-1-0-0-13 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1962] 1962 MsC-243 Box

5
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MsC-243-0-1-0-0-14 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1963] 1963 MsC-243 Box
5

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-15 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1964] 1964 MsC-243 Box
5

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-16 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1965] 1965-1969 MsC-243 Box
5

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-17 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1966] 1966 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-18 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1967] 1967 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-19 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1968] 1968 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-20 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1969] 1969 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-21 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1970] 1970 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-22 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1971] 1971-1973 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-23 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1972] 1972 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-24 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1973] 1973 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-25 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1974] 1974 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-26 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1975] 1975 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-27 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1976] 1976 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-28 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1977] 1977 MsC-243 Box
6

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-29 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1978] 1978 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-30 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1979] 1979 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-31 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1980] 1980 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-32 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1981] 1981 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-33 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1982] 1982 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-34 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1983] 1983 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-35 File - [S. S. Sorokin & CCBRD - 1984] 1984 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-36 File - [Cherkasov, Aleksy T. -
correspondence]

[1964?] MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-37 File - [Evans, William - correspondence] 1959-1979 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-38 File - [Telegrams] 1962-1963 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-39 File - [Correspondence to Premier W.A.C
Bennett and Magistrate Evans]

1966-1969 MsC-243 Box
7

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-40 File - [New Israel movement 1936-1976 MsC-243 Box
7
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MsC-243-0-1-0-0-41 File - [Correspondence received by
Sorokin]

1950-1959 MsC-243 Box
8

MsC-243-0-1-0-0-42 File - [Correspondence of Steve
Lapshinoff]

1974-1985 MsC-243 Box
8

Series MsC-243-0-2: Court records
Date: 1959-1963 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series consists of documents relating to libel court case initiated by Stefan Sorokin against Dennis
Williams of Trail Times Limited in 1959. Sorokin was represented by Messrs Rankin and Dean
Barristers and Solicitors. The records include transcripts of Examination for Discovery, Court of
Appeal, related correspondence and documents.

Physical description: 12 cm of textual records

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Access status Container
MsC-243-0-2-0-0-1 File - [Examination for discovery -

Stefan Sorokin - vol 1 & 2]
1960 MsC-243 Box

8
MsC-243-0-2-0-0-2 File - [Examination for discovery -

Dennis Williams (Trail Times]
1960 MsC-243 Box

8
MsC-243-0-2-0-0-3 File - [Court of Appeal - appeal book

between Sorokin and D. Williams (Trail
Times)]

1960-1961 MsC-243 Box
8

MsC-243-0-2-0-0-4 File - [Court related correspondence and
documents]

1958-1963 MsC-243 Box
9

MsC-243-0-2-0-0-5 File - [Sorokin v. Trail Times
correspondence and documents]

1959-1963 MsC-243 Box
9

MsC-243-0-2-0-0-6 File - [W. M. Moojelsky’s preliminary
court hearing and correspondence]

1962 MsC-243 Box
9

Series MsC-243-0-3: Writings
Date: [19--]-2004 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series consists of various writings of Stephan Sorokin, including essays, notes, and a draft of
his book written under the pseudonym Pantes Kiroson and titled: Three days and three nights of life
beyond the grave. This series also includes Sorokin’s spiritual messages to the Reformed Doukhobor
and the Sons of Freedom.

Physical description: 12 cm of textual records
1 print : b&w

Publication status:
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published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Access status Container
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-1 File - [Doukhobor problem [19--] MsC-243 Box

9
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-2 File - [Notes] [19--] MsC-243 Box

9
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-3 File - [Drafts of various writings and

essays]
1939-1964 MsC-243 Box

9
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-4 File - [Writings and speeches of S.

Sorokin - compilation]
1945-1977 MsC-243 Box

9
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-5 File - [Spiritual messeges to community] 1952-1956 MsC-243 Box

10
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-6 File - [Spiritual writings] 1955-1983 MsC-243 Box

10
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-7 File - [Writings] [1959?] MsC-243 Box

10
MsC-243-0-3-0-0-8 File - [Draft of Sorokin’s book and

related correspondence]
1950-2004 MsC-243 Box

10

Series MsC-243-0-4: Personal records
Date: 1933-1977 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series consists of personal records of Stephan Sorokin including identity documents issues by
various governments of countries where Sorokin lived in or traveled through, such like Germany,
Yugoslavia, Iran, Palestine, Canada, Uruguay and Bolivia. Most of these identity documents contain
portrait photographs of Sorokin. This series also includes some correspondence and other related
documents.

Physical description: 4 cm of textual records
1 photograph: col. print
7 prints : b&w

Language of the material:

Arabic

English

German

Persian

Russian

Spanish

Publication status:

published
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File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Access status Container
MsC-243-0-4-0-0-1 File - [Personal document and letter] 1946-1977 MsC-243 Box

10
MsC-243-0-4-0-0-2 File - [Identity documents] 1933-1940 MsC-243 Box

10
MsC-243-0-4-0-0-3 File - [Identity documents] 1934-1960 MsC-243 Box

10
MsC-243-0-4-0-0-3-020 Item - [Older S. Sorokin] 1960 MsC-243 Box

1
MsC-243-0-4-0-0-4 File - [Photocopies of identity

documents]
1934-1953 MsC-243 Box

10
MsC-243-0-4-0-0-5 File - [Portrait prints of Sorokin] [195-?] MsC-243 Box

10

Series MsC-243-0-5: General records
Date: 1897-1987, predominantly 1952-1987 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series consists of general records relating to the Stephen Sorokin, the CCBRD and Sons
of Freedom including clippings, issues of publications, forms and applications, scrapbook with
photographs and maps, ship manifests and notes. Many of the records in this series relate to the
potential Doukhobor emigration to South America.
Some records are in Spanish.

Physical description: 6 cm of textual records
19 photographs: b&w print

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Access status Container
MsC-243-0-5-0-0-1 File - [Transcript of interview with

Judge William Evans and his report on
marriage act]

1959-1980 MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-2 File - [Brazil - clippings] 1960-1961 MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-3 File - [New Era Colonization Bulletin -
issue 101]

1956 MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-3-001 Item - [S. Sorokin exits a plane] [1956?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4 File - [Scrapbook - Uruguay, Jose
Ignacio district, Compana Mercantil
Panamericana

1952-1953 MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-002 Item - [Lighthouse in Uruguay] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-003 Item - [Sorokin and four men in front of a
building]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1
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MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-004 Item - [View of ocean shore] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-005 Item - [Lighthouse to left and ocean
shore]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-006 Item - [View of farm land] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-007 Item - [View of farm land and forest] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-008 Item - [View of the ocean and a beach] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-009 Item - [Arieal view of lighthouse] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-010 Item - [Arieal view of ocean and shore] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-011 Item - [Arieal view of ocean, shore and
lighthouse]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-012 Item - [Arieal view of ocean, shore and
lighthouse]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-013 Item - [Arieal view of ocean and shore] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-014 Item - [Arieal view of ocean and shore] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-015 Item - [Sorokin and a man beside a
plane]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-016 Item - [Sorokin and a man beside a
plane]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-017 Item - [Sorokin and two men beside a
car]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-018 Item - [Sorokin and three men inside of a
building]

[1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-4-019 Item - [Sorokin and five men by a barn] [1952?] MsC-243 Box
1

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-5 File - [Clippings] 1950-1953 MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-6 File - [Secretary of State grant - reformed
- Ottawa 1987 ]

1987 MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-7 File - [CCBRD general documents] 1948-1983 MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-8 File - [Blank forms and application] [195-] MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-9 File - [Ship manifests and notes] 1897-1900 MsC-243 Box
11

MsC-243-0-5-0-0-10 File - [Notes, index of documents] 1959-1969 MsC-243 Box
11

Series MsC-243-0-6: Audio-visual records
Date: [195-]-1986 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series consists of audio-visual recordings of performances of Krestova Youth Choir during the
EXPO 1986 as well as audio recordings of singing and Sorokin’s speeches during his visit to the
Doukhobor villages in British Columbia in 1954.
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Physical description: 6 video cassettes : VHS
2 optical discs : DVD
5 audio reels : 1/4" tape

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Access status Container
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-1 Item - [Krestova Youth Choir - Expo 86-

tape 1]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-2 Item - [Krestova Youth Choir - Expo 86-

tape 2]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-3 Item - [Krestova Youth Choir - Expo 86-

tape 3]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-4 Item - [Krestova Youth Choir - Expo 86-

tape 4]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-5 Item - [Krestova Youth Choir - Expo 86 -

BC Cultural Heritage Festival]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-6 Item - [Krestova Youth Choir - Expo 86 -

BC Cultural Heritage Festival]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-7 Item - [Motherlode of dreams - Krestova

Youth Choir - Expo 86]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-0-8 Item - [BC cultural Heritage Festival -

Krestova Youth Choir - Expo 86]
1986 MsC-243 Box

12
MsC-243-0-6-0-0-1 File - [Reel-to-reel recordings of singing

and speeches]
[195-] MsC-243 Box

12

Series MsC-243-0-7: Photographs from Sorokin visit
Date: [195-] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series contains photograph negatives from Sorokin's first visit to British Columbia. The images
contain community events celebrating Sorokin's visit, small and large groupings of community
members, view of villages, forest, garden and fields, nude individuals protesting, etc. Many of the
negatives in this series may have a few variation of the same image amounting to around of 100
unique images.

Physical description: ca. 640 photographs : b&w negatives

Access points:

• Photographic material (documentary form)

Publication status:

published
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File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Access status Container
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-1 File - [Sheet 1] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-2 File - [Sheet 2] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-3 File - [Sheet 3] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-4 File - [Sheet 4] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-5 File - [Sheet 5] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-6 File - [Sheet 6] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-7 File - [Sheet 7] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-8 File - [Sheet 8] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-9 File - [Sheet 9] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-10 File - [Sheet 10] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-11 File - [Sheet 11] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-12 File - [Sheet 12] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-13 File - [Sheet 13] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-14 File - [Sheet 14] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-15 File - [Sheet 15] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-16 File - [Sheet 16] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-17 File - [Sheet 17] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-18 File - [Sheet 18] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
MsC-243-0-7-0-0-0-19 File - [Sheet 19] [195-] MsC-243 Box

2
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