
Qualitative Sociological Research Methods

Sociology and Anthropology 856

Section: G100

Term: 2012 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Kathleen Millar
Email: \x09\x09TBD
Office:\x09\x09TBD

Discussion Topics: This course examines qualitative methods in the social sciences with a 
special emphasis on epistemological and ethical issues in research. Drawing upon 
sociological, anthropological, critical feminist and participatory methodologies, we will not 
only discuss and practice particular research techniques but also critically assess their 
assumptions, contributions and limitations. A goal of the course is for you to think 
carefully and reflexively about questions of theory construction, site selection, 
methodological choices, researcher positioning, field relations and the politics of 
representation, as you carry out your own original research.

The course has two main components. The first consists of readings, student-led discussions 
and in-class exercises on various dimensions and methods of qualitative research. These 
include research design, research ethics, participant-observation, fieldnotes, interviewing, 
archival research, discourse analysis, visual methods, analysis of material culture, data 
analysis and writing up research. The second involves original research projects that you 
will undertake over the course of the semester. As a member of a graduate seminar, you will 
be asked to bring to the table your own writing and research-in-progress. In class, we will 
draw upon your critical response papers to deepen our discussion of readings and we will 
workshop proposals, fieldnotes, interview transcripts and other research materials that you 
produce in your projects.

Grading: Seminar participation 20%\x09          
Research materials    20%
Short critical response papers  20% (4% each)\x09
Research paper\x09     20%
Research proposal\x09     15%\x09\x09\x09
Presentation\x09      5%

SFU Grading and Academic Dishonesty and Misconduct Policy 
Where a final exam is scheduled and you do not write the exam or withdraw from the course 
before the deadline date, you will be assigned a N grade. Unless otherwise specified on the 
course outline, all other graded assignments in this course must be completed for a final 
grade other than N to be assigned. 
The Department of Sociology and Anthropology follows SFU policy in relation to grading 
practices, grade appeals (Policy T 20.01) and academic dishonesty and misconduct procedures 
(S10.01 S10.04). Unless otherwise informed by your instructor in writing, in graded written 
assignments you must cite the sources you rely on and include a bibliography/list of 
references, following an instructor-approved citation style.  It is the responsibility of 
students to inform themselves of the content of SFU policies available on the SFU website: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student.html.  

Required Texts: Robert M. Emerson, Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw. 1995. Writing 
Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Sonja Luerhmann. 2011. Secularism Soviet Style: Teaching Atheism and Religion in a Volga 
Republic. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
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You will also need to purchase a courseware package of readings for SA 856 from the Burnaby 
Bookstore.

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Required course for MA and PhD students in Sociology and 
Anthropology.  Students from other departments and faculties may enroll with permission of 
instructor. 

Notes: 

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


