
Theories of Economic Development

Economics 855

Section: G100

Term: 2013 Spring

Instructor: A. Karaivanov

Discussion Topics: 

The aim of the course is to
introduce you to the exciting and quickly evolving field of development
economics. The course will focus on both the micro foundations, emphasizing
various market and information imperfections, and the macro picture and will
combine economic theory with data analysis. Our goal will be to try to understand
how the development process works, why some countries are so poor while others
are so rich, and whether policy reforms can make a difference.
Some of the topics that will be
covered include: inequality; coordination failures; social capital; political
economy, property rights; land, labor, financial and insurance markets in
developing countries; foreign aid and globalization, as well as the effects of
government policies and economic institutions on the development process.
There will be a list of papers to
be covered in class which will be available electronically or placed on reserve
in the library. As a background (not required) reading one could use: Ray, D.,
1998, Development Economics, Princeton University Press, NJ, USA.

Grading: 

- Class participation and
presentation of an assigned article: 25%
- Final: 45%
- Term paper: 30%

Required Texts: 

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

Notes: Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must contact the Centre 
for Students with Disabilities at 778-782-3112 or csdo@sfu.ca
All students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with regard to academic 
dishonesty (S 10.02 and S 10.03).  These policies are available at the following web address: 
www.sfu.ca/policies
For more information about SFU Economics, please visit our website: 
www.sfu.ca/economics

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
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2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


