
Issues in Anthropological Theory (A)

Sociology and Anthropology 451

Section: E100

Term: 2001 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Michael Kenny

Discussion Topics: This seminar will be based on the close reading of a number of 
"foundational" texts on the general topic of "social construction." The works in question 
range from Evans-Pritchard classic study of Azande witchcraft to a modern philosopher’s 
examination of the idea of "social construction" itself. These works bridge anthropology and 
sociology, and represent a number of perspectives - from phenomenology and epistemology to 
the culture of public problems.

These books will be read in the sequence listed below, and participation in discussion of 
them is essential to the success of the seminar. Each participant is expected to take the 
lead with respect to opening discussion of one or more of the readings. No specific mark will 
be assigned to "participation," but failure to participate will be regarded with disfavor!

The final mark for the seminar will be based on a research paper that develops an aspect of 
the "social construction" theme pertinent to your own interests (though with the prior 
approval of the moderator). It is expected that the paper will be in the range of 30 pages in 
length, inclusive of references, which is approximately the maximum length tolerated for 
submission to many professional journals. Participants are encouraged to locate a suitable 
academic journal to provide a model for the ultimate product. Scholarship, pertinence, 
coherence, and neatness are the paramount considerations here.

Grading: 

Required Texts: Peter Berger & Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality

Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions

E.E. Evans-Pritchard, Witchcraft, Oracles & Magic among the Azande

Joseph Gusfield, The Culture of Public Problems

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: SA 301, 90 credit hours, a GPA of 3.25 and consent of instructor.

Notes: 

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


