
International Business

Business Administration 346

Section: D100

Term: 1999 Spring

Instructor: Dr. H. Merchant

Office:  WMX 3347

Phone:   291-4491

email:  hmerchan@sfu.ca

Discussion Topics: Course Objectives:

This course is an introduction to some of the major aspects pertaining to the business 
activity of multinational corporations (MNCs), particularly as these aspects influence the 
economic profitability of such firms.  Multinationals may be broadly defined as firms who 
compete across two or more nation-states.

Course Coverage:

The course comprises three modules each highlighting a distinct influence on the overall 
competitive architecture of MNCs.  These modules, and their key contents, are as follows:

The Economic Competitive Space:  Strategic trade theories; Regional economic integration; 
Comparative/Competitive advantage of nations; International transactions (e.g., balance of 
payments, foreign exchange, etc.); World institutions.

The Sociopolitical Competitive Space:  Country analysis; Business-government relations; 
National cultures.

The Organizational Competitive Space:  Foreign direct investments; Foreign-market entry 
strategies; HQ-subsidiary relationships; Role, responsibilities, and dilemmas of country 
managers; Global corporate citizenship.

Course Organization:

Each class revolves around a theme(s) that fundamentally bears some relationship to the 
economic profitability of MNCs.  The presentations follow a lecture/discussion format that 
relies heavily on (weekly) case analyses; some of these cases will be presented by student 
teams.  The weekly assignments may also include extra readings.  Resources permitting, the 
class sessions will include relevant films/videos and guest speakers.

Grading: This is a tentative grading scheme; it may be changed at the discretion of the 



International Business

instructor.

10% Class Participation

15% Mini Project

15% Group Term Project

15% Midterm Exam

45% Quzzes & Assignments

100%

Required Texts: None.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: Required:

A packet of articles and cases will be available for sale from the instructor during the 
first two weeks of classes.

Recommended:

i)  World Map

ii) Subscription to the Economist

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Prerequisites:

BUS 312; 60 credit hours.

No pre-requisite waivers will be granted for this course!

Notes: 

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


