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SFU Pipe Band brothers recognized by VPD for braverySFU Pipe Band brothers recognized by VPD for bravery
January 19, 2016

    Print

Contact:Marianne Meadahl, University Communications (to arrange interviews), 778.782.9017; Marianne_Meadahl@sfu.caPhotos: http://at.sfu.ca/aUtcSuTwo Langley brothers, both members of Simon Fraser University’s world renowned Pipe Band and SFU students, have beenawarded the Vancouver Police Board's highest civilian honour, the Certificate of Merit, for their roles in saving a life inAugust 2014.The two are among a group of individuals being honoured by the VPD at a ceremony today at the Roundhouse CommunityCentre.Brian and Graham Haddon are being recognized for their role in assisting at a motor vehicle accident in Vancouver. At thetime of the incident, the pipe band members (Brian, a piper and Graham, a drummer) were driving with their family alongMarine Drive in morning rush hour on their way to the Vancouver airport—en route to the World Pipe BandChampionships in Scotland, a trip that they make annually to compete with the SFUPB.As they passed beneath the Knight Street overpass they heard horrific screams after a motorcyclist, waiting to merge ontoMarine Drive, appeared to have been run over by an SUV coming down the ramp. As they drove past they saw a woman,still straddling the motorbike, pinned under the front of the SUV.The family pulled over and the brothers jumped out, running back into rush hour traffic and attempted to lift the SUV off themotorcyclist.Together with their father and another motorist they were able to provide enough space between the woman on theground and the car that she could be slid out.“The traffic was heavy and moving quickly at that time of the day and we were very concerned that all of the peopleinvolved at the scene had the potential to be injured by the passing cars being driven by distracted drivers, most looking atthe rescue effort instead of the road—some even taking pictures with their phones as they drove past at 60+ kph,” recallsmom Lori Haddon. ”It was a very dangerous situation for everyone involved.”Haddon says during the rescue Brian sustained a burn to his calf from the exhaust pipe of the motorcycle while holding theSUV up in the air, but held on despite the pain, as he knew that the woman beneath could be injured further if the SUVmoved lower and squeezed her body between the SUV and the road.Once the motorcyclist was out of danger on the side of the road the Haddons rendered first aid to her until the VancouverFire Department crew arrived. As soon as the VFD took over her care, the family got back on the road in time to make theflight to Edinburgh.   Brian, 20, is a third-year health sciences student and hopes to become a Vancouver police officer. Graham, 19, is in secondyear arts but is studying sciences and math, with the goal of pursuing a degree in biomedical physiology and kinesiology.
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After he completes his degree at SFU he will train to become a respiratory therapist.The brothers have been members of the SFUPB organization since 2002, when they were barely school-aged (seven andfive years old), advancing through all the levels of the Robert Malcolm Memorial Pipe Band, the juvenile division of theSFUPB. They won the World championship with the Grade 3 band in 2012—and that same year, were promoted to the elitesenior band.As Canada's engaged university, SFU is defined by its dynamic integration of innovative education, cutting-edge researchand far-reaching community engagement. SFU was founded 50 years ago with a mission to be a different kind of university—to bring an interdisciplinary approach to learning, embrace bold initiatives, and engage with communities near and far.Today, SFU is Canada’s leading comprehensive research university and is ranked one of the top universities in the world.With campuses in British Columbia’s three largest cities – Vancouver, Burnaby and Surrey – SFU has eight faculties, deliversalmost 150 programs to over 35,000 students, and boasts more than 135,000 alumni in 130 countries around the world.Simon Fraser University: Engaging Students. Engaging Research. Engaging Communities.    
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