
Special Topics in Archaeology III

Archaeology 334

Section: D100

Term: 2011 Spring

Instructor: Dr. Deborah C. Merrett
Office: EDB 9626
Phone: 778.782.5273
email: dcmerret@sfu.ca
Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30 - 1:30 pm, or by appointment

Discussion Topics: 

Infectious diseases can
exert powerful influences on the development and experience of human
populations. This course explores the origins, antiquity and impact of plagues
on human societies from a holistic anthropological perspective. This approach
emphasizes the complex interrelationships among human health, culture and the
environment. The course provides the biomedical and anthropological frameworks
within which infectious diseases are studied including host-pathogen relationships
and the dynamics of disease transmission. It examines how large-scale social
transformations such as sedentism, animal and plant domestication, urbanism,
and industrialization influence the types of diseases encountered, modes of
disease transmission and cultural perceptions of disease. This course will
examine specific plagues, the cultural contexts within which plagues arise, and
the cultural responses of societies to infectious disease epidemics.
 
Possible topics include
demographic transitions, infectious disease transmission, virgin soil
epidemics, biocultural model of health, and specific diseases such as the
bubonic plague, influenza, smallpox, tuberculosis, cholera, typhus and a
selection of new emerging diseases.

Grading: Midterm  30%
Plague Assignment  30%
Final Exam  40%

Required Texts: 
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Sherman, I.R. 2006. The Power of Plagues. Washington: American Society for
Microbiology. 
 
Each week additional
journal articles will be assigned and available on line.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

45 units plus one Archaeology course or
permission of the instructor. 
Recommended: one course in physical anthropology.

Notes: 
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Group IV  Topical Course
 
Students requiring accommodations as a
result of a disability must contact the Centre for Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112
or csdo@sfu.ca.
 
All students are expected to read and
understand SFUs policies with regard to academic honesty and student conduct
(S10). These policies are available at the following web address:
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/index.html
 
Deferred grades will be given only on
the basis of authenticated medical disability.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


