
Selected Topics in Labour Studies

Labour Studies 330

Section: E100

Term: 2011 Fall

Instructor: Xinying Hu
Email:
Office #  TBA

Discussion Topics: This course explores labour issues in reform-era China. In relation to 
Chinas accelerated integration with the global market, this course examines the impacts of 
China’s economic and social transition on labour in both urban and rural areas. It will focus 
on how state policy changes under a market-oriented economy affect the distinct experiences 
of male and female labour in different geographical areas. 

The course will focus on labour issues related to different groups of workers, such as 
urban-based workers, unemployed workers, rural migrant workers, and agricultural workers. 
Throughout the course both gender and class will form the basis of an analysis to understand 
the transition and economic development policies in various historical periods in China. In 
so doing, we will question assumptions about the nature of social reproduction in each era, 
and analyze current economic development paths in China. Through feminist perspectives and 
labour economic theories, this course will come to an interdisciplinary understanding of the 
course themes. 

Course Organization
This seminar-based course will meet three hours per week. Each student will be expected to 
participate in class discussions, to prepare presentations related to the readings, to 
conduct independent research and make a presentation on their research to the class. 

Grading: Course requirements and Evaluation

Class Participation and Presentation: 20%
Mid-term Exam: 30%
Paper Proposal/Annotated Bibliography: 10%
Research Paper (10-12 pages): 40% 
All students are expected to read SFUs policies concerning academic dishonesty.
[T 10.02 and T 10.03]. The policies can be read at these websites: 
www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10-02.htm and www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10.03.htm. 

Required Texts: Hu, Xinying, Chinas New Underclass: Paid Domestic Labour. Routledge, 2011. 

Ching Kwan Lee.  Working in China: Ethnographies of Labor and Workplace Transformation. 
Routledge, 2007.

A selection from readings that will be available through WebCT.  

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: None
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Notes: None

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


