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MEDIA RELEASE

Unveiling new business breed at world science fair
February 15, 2013

    Print

Contact:        Elicia Maine, 778.782.5260 (w), reachable through colleague’s cell 604.440.0751, emaine@sfu.caDerek Moscato, Beedie School of Business, 778.782.5038 (w), 604.671.4567 (cell), drmoscat@sfu.caCarol Thorbes, PAMR, 778.782.3035, cthorbes@sfu.caFlickr: http://at.sfu.ca/avlvFUVideo: (Maine explaining bio-nano firms)	http://i.sfu.ca/Rcywir
Note:	Due	to	the	AAAS’s	embargo	on	all	publication/media	coverage	of	the	details	of	its	presentations	until	they	begin,	Elicia
Maine	will	only	do	interviews	prior	to	her	presentation	if	the	embargo	is	respected.	See	release	below	for	when	her	presentation
begins	Feb.	18.	To	schedule	an	interview	please	contact	Derek	Moscato.Elicia Maine, a Simon Fraser University associate professor of technology management and strategy at the Beedie School ofBusiness, has co-authored a study that puts bio-nano firms under the microscope.They are a new breed of business at the intersection of biotechnology and nanotechnology.Maine will unveil a groundbreaking study on bio-nano firms in a seminar she has co-organized (with James Utterback, aMassachusetts Institute of Technology professor) at the world’s largest science research meeting.Maine’s presentation, followed by a panel discussion, will take place at the annual American Association for theAdvancement of Science (AAAS) convention in Boston, Massachusetts on Monday, Feb. 18, 9:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. (Pacifictime) Location: Room 300, Hynes Convention Centre.The study, the first of its kind, tracks the evolution of the world’s first 500 bio-nano firms from their inception until now.“We are interested in seeing when these firms developed or acquired nanotechnology and biotechnology capabilities, andwhat they have done with those capabilities in terms of integrating the knowledge into new products and processes,” saysMaine.“We’ve classified the pioneers of this new breed of firms at the confluence of biotechnology and nanotechnology based ontheir primary role in innovation. They cover the areas of biopharma, drug delivery, diagnostics, biomaterials, medicaldevices, suppliers and instrumentation, and bioinformatics.”Following Maine’s paper presentation, a panel of researchers from the biotech and nanotech industries will discuss thechallenges and tremendous scientific and economic promise that define this new breed of science-based business.“On the panel we have a prolific inventor and innovator — considered the most prolific inventor since Edison, anentrepreneur in the emerging bio-nano field, the head of an interdisciplinary lab attempting to achieve artificialphotosynthesis, and two innovation-management scholars studying bio-nano innovation,” says Maine. “Our facilitator is alsoone of the biggest names in the management of innovation.”
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Simon Fraser University is Canada's top-ranked comprehensive university and one of the top 50 universities in the worldunder 50 years old. With campuses in Vancouver, Burnaby and Surrey, B.C., SFU engages actively with the community in itsresearch and teaching, delivers almost 150 programs to more than 30,000 students, and has more than 120,000 alumni in130 countries.-30-
Simon	Fraser	University:	Engaging	Students.	Engaging	Research.	Engaging	Communities.
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