
Introduction to the Humanities

Humanities 101W

Section: D100

Term: 2011 Spring

Instructor: Brian Butcher 

Discussion Topics: Do you ever wish you could grasp the big picture of cultural history? This 
course will take you on a tour of its most significant sites: the persons, places, events and 
works of art that have shaped the world as we know it. Employing a new, abridged version of 
Henry Sayres classic multi-volume text, The Humanities: Culture, Continuity, and Change, and 
its array of companion web-resources, we will journey from prehistory, through Greece and 
Rome, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, Reformation and Enlightenment, down to the twentieth 
century; we will also explore some of the riches of the Asian and African heritages. While 
adopting a narrative approach, the textbook also features excerpts from a wealth of primary 
sources and draws extensively upon the visual arts; an accompanying CD provides first-hand 
access to the great works of music to which the author adverts. The overarching goal of HUM 
101W-3 is a holistic appreciation of the humanities, in which students come to perceive how 
its manifold expressions have influenced one another. 

Grading: 10%  =  Participation in Tutorial Discussions 

20%   =  Weekly Online Quizzes  

50%   =  Short (600-750 word) Essays (5 x 10%)  

20%   =  Final Exam  

Required Texts: Henry M. Sayre, Discovering the Humanities (Toronto: Pearson Education, 2010 
[package includes audio CD]) 

Recommended Texts: Mortimer J. Adler, How to Think About the Great Ideas: From the Great 
Books of Western Civilization (Peterborough, NH: 
Carus Publishing, 2000) 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

Notes: This course is designated B-HUM and meets the Breadth-Humanities undergraduate degree 
requirements. 

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


