
Special Topics in Archaeology II

Archaeology 333

Section: E100

Term: 2011 Spring

Instructor: Alan Cross
Office: SWH 9111
Phone: N/A
email: agc6@sfu.ca
Office Hours: Wed. 3-4 pm

Discussion Topics: 

It
has long been recognized that there are relationships between environmental
conditions, evolutionary change, and events in human prehistory. With regard to
hominin evolution, some researchers have proposed a significant role for
climatic and environmental stimuli in the evolution of traits and behaviours
considered unique to hominins (e.g. bipedality, encephalization, stone tool
technology). The significance of environmental variables in human prehistory
has also been argued (e.g. the origins of agriculture, the peopling of the
Americas, and the collapse of some societies). This course will explore the
methods used in the reconstruction of palaeoenvironments and how these data are
used to test hypotheses regarding human variability and prehistory. 

Grading: 
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Class participation  5%                           

Two
critical evaluations of weekly readings (2
double-spaced pages each)  15% 
Two Presentation  Summary and assessment of selected article
(15 minutes)  30%

Midterm Exam  20%

Research Paper (15-20 pages)  30%

Required Texts: 

None. All readings will be available on WebCT.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

ARCH 131 plus 45 credits or by
permission of the instructor. 
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Notes: 

Group IV  Topical Course
 
Students requiring accommodations as a
result of a disability must contact the Centre for Students with Disabilities
778.782.3112 or csdo@sfu.ca.
 
All students are expected to read and
understand SFUs policies with regard to academic honesty and student conduct
(S10). These policies are available at the following web address:
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/index.html
 
Deferred grades will be given only on
the basis of authenticated medical disability.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


