
Lithic Technology

Archaeology 485

Section: D100

Term: 2013 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Dennis Sandgathe
EDB 9611
778.782.4817
dms@sfu.ca

Discussion Topics: This course includes an examination of the history of stone tool use, from 
its first known adoption by early hominin species in Africa through the subsequent 
appearances and development of the various technologies used throughout prehistory in the Old 
and New Worlds. Closer examinations will be made of the lithic technologies and culture 
histories of Western Europe and North America. A basic component of the course will be a 
review of the history of stone tool research and early approaches to lithic analysis. The 
major components will be an examination of current approaches to lithic research (including 
the construction of typologies, stone tool replicative research, technological analysis, 
debitage analysis, and functional analysis studies) and an examination of the basic lithic 
strategies employed by prehistoric cultures. Students will also be provided with a basic 
knowledge of stone tool raw material (rock) types and properties, and time will be spent with 
both theoretical and hands-on learning of the physics and mechanics of flaking stone and 
manufacturing specific tool types.

Grading: Quizzes/Exercises/Participation  45%
Lithic Analysis Project  30%
Final Exam  25%

Required Texts: Andrefsky, William Jr. (current issues), Lithics: Macroscopic Approaches to 
Analysis.

The text will be supplemented with articles on specific aspects of stone tool research that 
will be available online as pdfs or on reserve in the library.

Recommended Texts: Whittaker, John C. 1994. Flintknapping: Making and Understanding Stone 
Tools.

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: ARCH 372

Notes: Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must 
contact the Centre for Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112 or 
csdo@sfu.ca

All students are expected to read and understand 
SFU&sqts policies with regard to academic honesty and student conduct 
(S10). These policies are available at the following web address: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/html
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Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated medical disability.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


