Sel ect ed Probl ens- Soci al Anal ysi s
Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opol ogy 886

Section: G100
Term 2000 Fal
Instructor: Dr. Heribert Adam

Di scussi on Topics: The course explores enpiricly and conparatively denocratic alternatives in
ethnic conflicts, especially the role of Truth and Reconciliation Conmmi ssions. Transitions to
denocracy after interconmunal hostilities are

underm nded by bitter nenories. Who wants to |ive next door to unrepentent assassins and
forgive torturers? Yet nerely turning the tables underm nes peace and sets the stage for the
next round of genoci de.

The predi canent has been addressed by two dozen Truth Conmissions in different countries,
fromLatin America to South Africa. This unique nodel has traded justice for truth, granting
amesty to perpetrators in exchange

for full disclosure of their human rights violations. Not all victins agree.

We critically evaluate what | essons can be drawn fromthe nmuch hailed South African
negoti ated revol ution and attenpted reconciliation for other ethnic

conflicts, fromBosnia to Israel, Sri Lanka and Northern Ireland. Under which conditions
shoul d the "international comunity" intervene, as highlighted "successfully" in Kosovo and
di sastrously in Rwmanda? Shoul d US/ Western notions of human rights be universalized? As nost
j udgenent s

draw | essons fromthe Nazi crines, how a divided Germany has grappled with its unsavory past
is nmost revealing. Auschwitz and the hol ocaust renmains the universal benchmark on how to cone
to terms with the past.

Grading: Gading is based on regular, active participation in evening sem nar di scussions
(40%, a witten short review of one of the books fromthe belowlist (20%, and a research
paper that can be related to the student’s thesis or area expertise (40% . Auditors are

wel cone, provided they participate.

The sem nar continues with new readings and a different focus froma simlar course on "The
Politics of Menory" offered in Fall 99. Interested students fromthe previous course with the
same numnber designation should enrol under a S&A Readi ng Course nunber in order to receive
credit.

Requi red Texts: A conprehensive reader with articles by various authors on collective nmenory,
restorative justice and war crines will be made available in class.

Heri bert Adam F. van Zyl Sl abbert and Kogila Modl ey, Conrades in Business: Post-Liberation
Politics

Reconmended Texts: For Review

Carlos Nino, Radical Evil on Trial, Yale UP, 1996

I nga d endi nnen, Reading the Hol ocaust, 1999

Antje Krog, Country of my Skull, Doubl eday, 1998

Neil Kritz, ed. Transitional Justice, 3 Vols, US Institute of Peace, 1995
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N. Chonsky, The New Mlitary Humani sm Lessons from Kosovo, 1999

M chael Ignatieff, Virtual War: Kosovo and Beyond, 2000

Mauri ce Hal bwachs, Collective Menory, 1950

Mark Gsiel, Mass Atrocity, Collective Menory and the Law, 1997

J. Herf, Divided Menory: The Nazi Past in the Two Gernanies, 1997

Philip Gourevitch, W Wsh to Inform You...(Rwanda), 1998

P. Marchak, God’'s Assassins. State Terrorismin Argentinia, 1999

Axel Honneth, The Struggle for Recognition. The Mral Gammar, 1995

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:

Prerequi site/ Corequisite:

Not es:

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was naintai ned by SFU

Student Services and the University’'s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



