
Anthropology and the Past (A)

Sociology and Anthropology 472

Section: D100

Term: 2011 Summer

Instructor: Adrienne Burk
Email: alburk@sfu.ca
Office: AQ 6178
Phone: 778-782-8594

Discussion Topics: This course will be held at the Harbour Centre/Vancouver Campus during the 
daytime.
Course Description: 
Never before have people been able to capture, record, memorialize, and document memories in 
ways that communicate with countless others across space, time, and contexts. This animates 
some interesting anthropological questions as to how memory functions in social exchanges. 
What are the contours and constraints of different formats for packaging memories? What are 
some relationships between memory and forgetting/erasure/authenticity? In SA 472, students 
will explore these questions via foundational texts and lectures on these questions but 
primarily through student  directed projects and a collaborative blog. Students will be 
advised of ERB guidelines for all appropriate protocols, ethics approvals, and requirements 
for each project, and given all relevant information for criteria and format for assignments 
in class.

All students will do both of these
\x09(a) participate in designing and creating a collective memory-piece about this class

(b) will do a close note-taking of at least two of the assigned readings; all notes will be 
shared with others in the class as a way of increasing the multiple interpretations and 
analyses of readings, and to support class discussions of readings.

.as well as any two of the following:
(c) undertake an examination of the role of physicality in memory through EITHER a research 
paper (2500 words) analyzing this issue within particular museums identified by the professor 
OR through the creation, maintenance, and documentation of a public memory site for 3-4 weeks 
during the semester.

(d) conduct an interview with someone you know who is over 40 years old about an event that 
occurred at least 20 years ago. Students will be asked to write a short paper OR to offer a 
class presentation identifying how personal memories intersected, in this case, with public 
ones. 

(e) write a weekly journal for one month following a contemporary event which arises during 
the semester to track how it is publicly remembered via various media treatments, informal 
discussions, etc.

The class will work in a highly collaborative seminar style: In addition, this will be where 
key information to complete assignments will be given. Thus, consistent attendance is 
expected, advised, and worth a significant portion of your grade. At the end of the course, 
students should expect to a) understand key texts regarding memory and anthropology; b) have 
created a compelling and significant portfolio of work suitable for submission to a variety 
of audiences; and c) be conversant about a range of debates regarding the role of memory in 
contemporary societies. 

Grading: Project I (class memory)\x0920 %
Project II (close note-taking)\x0920 %
Project III \x09\x09\x0920%
Project IV \x09\x09\x0920 %
Attendance and Participation\x0920 %
Grading and Academic Honesty:
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All assignments in this course must be completed for a final grade to be assigned. The 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices, 
grade appeals (Policy T 20.01) and academic honesty and misconduct procedures 
(S10.01-S10.04).  It is the responsibility of students to inform themselves of the content of 
these policies available on the SFU website: http://www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/index.htm

Required Texts: \x09Electronic Journals and Websites (weeks 1  12) 
Students will be expected to access these independently; instructions given in class if this 
presents difficulties for any students
\x09Custom courseware reader (weeks 3  11)
Students will be expected to purchase course readers and read first selections therein in 
advance of 3rd class meeting. A required Custom Courseware package will be available for sale 
in the Harbour Centre/Vancouver Campus Bookstore. 

Recommended Texts: Depending on the choices students make for their two projects, professor 
will assign a variety of texts that will be necessary for students to successfully complete 
their projects. These will be easily available through electronic, library, or public domains.

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Minimum of 72 units including SA 101 or 150 or 201.
As per calendar; as the subject matter should be of interest to students in a variety of 
programs, any non-SA majors are advised to contact the professor to discuss registration in 
the class.

Notes: 

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


