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I nstructor:
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PREREQUI SI TE: None

Di scussi on Topi cs:
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COURSE DESCRI PTI ON

This course is an introduction to linguistics through the nedium of the English | anguage.

The vocabul ary of English is studied and used to introduce linguistic principles and

anal yses. Topics to be explored will include the history of the English | anguage, the

hi story and structure of words, word rel ationships, and changes to words and word components.
The English | anguage has an enornous nunber of words - no matter what method you use to
count. Many of the words in English (about 80% are based on Latin and Greek roots. A great

deal of the term nology of science, engineering, chem stry, physics, psychology, |inguistics,
conmuni cati on, and indeed much of the vocabul ary of higher education, is based on Latin and
Greek roots worldwi de. Mastering the know edge of these roots will provide the students with

a nore powerful and useful vocabul ary, especially termnology as in any field of Physica
Sci ences, Life Sciences, Social Sciences, and the Humanities, there are nany new words and
concepts to | earn.

Students will be provided sanpl es of assignnents and exans for practicing purposes.

This course will appeal to a variety of students: those wi shing to begin their study of
linguistics, those interested in the origin and structure of words, and those w shing to

i mprove their English vocabulary. Students of Linguistics, English literature, and English
| anguage instruction, and to arts and science students who need to enhance their formal and
techni cal vocabularies will find it useful.

Gradi ng: Based on 4 assignnments (30%, a mdterm (30%, and a final examination (40%.
Requi red Texts: Paul MFetridge. A Linguistic Introduction to the Structure and History of
the English Lexicon. Custom Courseware

Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (Tenth or Eleventh edition)

Recomended Texts:

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:



The Wonder of Words
Prerequi site/ Corequi site: None.

Not es: Students should familiarize thenmselves with the Departnent’s Standards on C ass
Managenment and Student Responsibilities

Al'l student requests for accommmbdations for their religious practices nmust be made in witing
by the end of the first week of classes or no later than one week after a student adds a
cour se.

Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability nmust contact the Centre for
Students with Disabilities (778-782-3112 or csdo@fu. ca).
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