
Selected Topics in Labour Studies

Labour Studies 330

Section: D200

Term: 2012 Fall

Instructor: Genevieve LeBaron
Office:   TBD      
Office Hours: 1:20-2:20pm
Email Address: genevieve.lebaron@ubc.ca

Discussion Topics: Contrary to the expectations of economists across the political spectrum, 
processes of capitalist globalization in recent decades have resulted in an acceleration, 
rather than decline, of unfree labor.  Child, debt-bonded, and forced labor have come to 
figure centrally in global commodity production, and some experts claim that slavery 
currently exists on an unprecedented scale. This course considers why the deepening and 
expansion of international markets has given rise to the most severe forms of exploitation 
captured in the term unfree labor, and asks, more specifically, how far and in what ways the 
growth of unfree labor has been related to the rise of neoliberal economic and social 
policies.   

COURSE OBJECTIVES or LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

We begin by critically engaging the concept of modern day slavery, which figures prominently 
in popular and journalistic explanations of contemporary unfree labor. After considering the 
philosophical assumptions of three prominent explanations of unfree labors relationship to 
the capitalist economy, we will consider the following: (1) The historic role of unfree labor 
in processes of capitalist development; (2) How global production is organized and shapes the 
conditions in which unfree labor occurs; (3) How global patterns of poverty and inequality 
shape the dynamics of unfree labor; (4) How the global restructuring of labor markets and 
immigration policies affect these problems.  Our investigation will include an analysis of 
the continuities and discontinuities between various unfree labor regimes in the making and 
concrete workings of global capitalism. We will pay close attention to questions of gender, 
race, and inequality in the construction and reproduction of international markets, as well 
as to the role of various agents and social movements in contesting and reinforcing these 
relations. Our objective is ambitious: to critically reflect on contemporary narratives about 
and public policy concerning modern-day slavery in order to arrive at a historically informed 
and socially nuanced political economy explanation for unfree labors acceleration during 
neoliberalism.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:\x09

This is a rigorous, bookish course, emphasizing the close and critical reading of texts and 
persuasive and pellucid writing.  From week four onwards, the course will run as a 
student-led, text-based seminar discussion.  Written requirements include a short integrative 
essay and a proposal and longer research paper on a topic of the students choice (within the 
broad theme of unfree labor in the contemporary global economy).   Course requirements also 
include a peer-review writing workshop to be held two weeks before the deadline to submit 
research papers, as well as a group presentation.

 

Grading: Critical Review Essay-25%               \x09\x09
Research Paper Proposal-10%           \x09\x09\x09 Research Paper-40%              \x09\x09
Participation and Presentation (including peer-review workshop)- 25%

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:\x09
All assignments in this course must be completed for a final grade to be assigned. The Morgan 



Selected Topics in Labour Studies

Centre for Labour Studies follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices, grade appeals 
(Policy T 20.01) and academic honesty and misconduct procedures (S10.01-S10.04). It is the 
responsibility of students to inform themselves of the content of these policies available on 
the SFU website: http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/teaching.html

Labour Studies Undergraduate Grading System:
A+  95  100 \x09B+  80 - 84\x09C+  65 - 69
A    90 - 94\x09B   75 - 79\x09C   60 - 64
A-   85 - 89\x09B-  70 - 74\x09C-  55 - 59
D    50 - 54      F   0 -  49\x09N    student did not complete
  

Required Texts: 1.\x09David McNally (2011) Global Slump: The Economics and Politics of Crisis 
and Resistance. Oakland: PM Press.

2.\x09Christen Van Den Anker (2004) The Political Economy of the New Slavery.  New York: 
Palgrave.

3.\x09Other readings available online and through SFU library reserves.

Recommended Texts: 1. David McNally (2006) Another World is Possible: Globalization & 
Anti-Capitalism. 
Winnipeg: Arbiter Ring.

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: LBST 101 and 301 are strongly recommended.  

Notes: Note on plagiarism; see below  standard for all LBST courses. 

All students are expected to read SFUs policies concerning academic honesty and student 
conduct [S 10.01 and S10.04]. The policies can be read at this website: 
www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student.html

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


