
Introduction to the Humanities

Humanities 101W

Section: D100

Term: 2012 Fall

Instructor: Wayne Knights

Discussion Topics: This course is an introduction to some of the issues and concepts central 
to the study of the Humanities. Through exposure to primary materials drawn from different 
periods and disciplines, students will become acquainted with a range of topics and ideas 
relating to the study of human values and human experience. In this course, we shall 
undertake a close reading of a number of key texts in the western tradition. 
 

Students will write a term paper based on the first 6 readings below. due about 8 weeks into 
the semester. Students will also write a first draft based on a smaller number of readings 
due 4 weeks into the semester. There will be final exam based on the last 3 readings. 
Students can expect to read approximately 100 pages per week for this course.

 

Grading: 40% - Term Essay (8-10 pages)\x09\x09\x09

20% - 1st Draft (3-4 pages)

30% - Final Exam\x09\x09\x09

10% - Participation

Required Texts: Plato, The Symposium (ISBN 9780141023847)

Lucretius, Sensation & Sex (ISBN 9780141023823)

St. Augustine, Confessions of a Sinner (ISBN 9780146002038)

Voltaire, Candide (ISBN 9780872205468)

Marx & Engels, The Communist Manifesto & other readings [available on-line]

Sigmund Freud, The Wolfman (ISBN 9780141192208)

Virginia Woolf, A Room of Ones Own (ISBN 9781551114286)

Jean-Paul Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism (ISBN 9780300115468)

Michel Houellebecq, Whatever (ISBN 9781846687846)

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

Notes: This course is designated B-HUM and meets the Breadth-Humanities undergraduate degree 
requirements.

This is a writing intensive (W) course. Students will receive specific guidance on how to 
craft a written argument. The assignments are designed to teach critical thinking and writing 
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skills that are of use not only in other humanities courses, but in courses in other 
disciplines as well.

This course outline was accurate at the time of publication but is subject to change. Please 
check your course requirements carefully when your class starts.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


