Et hnogr aphi ¢ Met hodol ogy: Soci al / Cul tural Ant hropol ogy
Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opol ogy 875

Section: GLOO
Term 2009 Spring

I nstructor: Dara Cul hane

Email :  cul hane@f u. ca

Ofice: AQ 5072 Tel ephone: 778-782-5479

Di scussi on Topics: ethnography is sinultaneously a critical theoretical practice, a quotidian
ethical practice, and an inprovisational practice.

-  Cerwonka, Allaine and Liisa H Malkki (2007) | MPROVI SI NG THEORY: PROCESS AND TEMPORALI TY
I N ETHNOGRAHI C FI ELDWORK.  Chi cago: University of Chicago Press. 164.

SA 875-5 will critically exam ne Cerwonka and Ml kki s description of ethnography in the
context of contenporary work in anthropol ogy, and debates about research met hodol ogi es across
the humanities and social sciences.

As a practice central to their discipline, anthropologists have long westled with the

probl ems and prom ses of practicing ethnography in diverse and ever changi ng contexts.

Et hnogr aphi ¢ net hodol ogy is also a subject of interest to researchers in nmany other

di sciplines, offering as it does the potential to participate in original, unique research in
a wide range of settings, to work closely with people in diverse circunstances, and to
conmuni cat e et hnogr aphi ¢ knowl edge t hrough conventi onal and creative nodes of representation

This course offers students an opportunity to engage in a study of the practice of

et hnogr aphi ¢ met hodol ogy through (a) close reading and view ng of a selection of texts and
filns; (b) in depth exploration of two exercises in practicing ethnography; (c) participation
i n discussion and debate with other students, guests, and the instructor; and, (d) conpletion
of reports, presentation and essay. W will exam ne ethnography as a process of inquiry, of
know edge creation and recircul ation, and of conmunication that energes through socia

rel ati onships. The question why to do ethnography will be considered as inseparable fromthe
guestion how to do et hnography.

The class will neet weekly for five hours. Cass neetings will be divided between
| ecture/seni nar and wor kshop



Et hnogr aphi ¢ Met hodol ogy: Soci al / Cul tural Ant hropol ogy

Grading: (1) Ethnographic exercise 1, report: 25%

(2) Ethnographic exercise 2, report: 25%

(3) Term paper, 5000 7000 words: 25%

(4) Seminar presentation, 15 mnutes: 25%

Al the assignnments in this course nmust be conpleted for a final grade to be assigned. The
Depart ment of Sociol ogy and Ant hropol ogy follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices,
grade appeals (Policy T 20.01) and academ c di shonesty and m sconduct procedures (Policy T
10.03). It is the responsibility of students to informthensel ves of the content of these
policies (available on the SFU website under Admi nistration, SFU Polices & Procedures).
Required Texts: 1. PRE-READI NG (read before first class)

Hecht, Tobias (2007) AFTER LIFE: an ethnographic novel. Durham SC. Duke University Press.

2. Cerwonka, Allaine and Liisa H Ml kki (2007) | MPROVI SI NG THEORY: PROCESS AND TEMPOR

Recomrended Texts: None

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es: None

Prerequi site/ Corequisite:

Notes: Al students are expected to read and understand SFU s policies with regard to
academ c di shonesty (T 10.02 and T 10.03). These policies are available at the followi ng web
addresses: http://ww. sfu.cal/policies/teaching/t10-02. htm and

http://ww. sfu. cal/policies/teaching/t10-03. htm

If you are interested in taking this course please nake arrangenents to neet with the
instructor prior to registration to discuss preparation of independent reading |ists.

Students from departnents other than Soci ol ogy and Ant hropol ogy are wel cone.

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was maintai ned by SFU
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data mgrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



