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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
✓ 

J 

Fr9fu 1858, the end of the trade monopoly of the Hudson's 

Bay Company, to the introduction of prohibition in 1917, some 

26 breweries operated at various times and places on Vancouver 

1 Island. By the late 1880's, these breweries were not only 

producing enough beer to satisfy the local market, but were export

ing to such various foreign destinations as California, Mexico, 

Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

These. facts suggest the existence of a strong and vibrant 

industry that probably exerted an influence on the social and 

economic development of Vancouver Island. 
~ J11 ';,i 

~ Unfortunatel~, this relationship has not been explored. One 

must look elsewhere, to the United States and Great Britain, to 

find sophisticated socio-economic studies that assess the impact 

of the brewing industry on the community in which it operates. 

The few studies that have been done in Canada, be they national, 

provincial, or local in scope, are fragmentary, often poorly 

researched and antiquarian in their approach. 

!I'h--is i-ew rs-the resu± o-f '1.n earlier survey of secondary 

literature dealing with the history of brewing both in this 

country and abroad. 2 

'I'-h .i-s-~i-m--i--na-ry-s-t: ud-y- h a-s- indicated both the need and 
I ~ I I 

desirability of producing a comprehensive examination of the role 

=.u--,;=-Y the brewing industry in Vancouver Island's hi§.,t-o'rical 

development. This preliminary study has, however, focused 
~ 

atten ioQ on two important points~~ the first, concerning the 
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need for appropriate perspectives and methodologies, tbe~econ<\_, 

the search for suitable sources. 

To produce an accurate socio-economic study, one must adopt ~, f 01- I 

the methodologies and points of view that have been developed I ,A: f.lw' 
elsewhere. A enHefl-ea-e-ar--1--±er istorians in the United States J;, a1 ( 

and Great Britain have led the way in exploring the brewing 

industry in socio-economic terms. While it might be argued that 

such studies deal with historical specifics and trends, which 

emerged from a somewhat different milieu, they nevertheless con

tain general approaches to the subject matter that would be useful 

to any in-deptn investigation. 

From the literature reviewed to date, L,..h~ve-coosen three 

books and one article th~t offer 1 arguments and lines of inquiry 

that can be adopted and adapted to a study of the local brewing 

industry") 
,,,,---
L In The Cincinnati Brewing Industry: A Social and Economic 

History, William L. Downard 3uses the Cincinnati brewing industry 

as a case study to illustrate the growth of an urban industry 

influencing the social and economic life of a whole city. Using 

an impressive and imaginative array of sources, he produces a 

broad and intriguing approach to this phenomena. Of particular 

interest is the manner in which he charts the growth of the 

industry in direct relationship to the waves of northern European 

immigrants who came to Cincinnati in the latter half of the 

nineteenth century. Thus, he establishes a correlation between 

l(l,' v' I, 
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ethnicity and the economic strength of the brewing industry. 

Brewed in America: A History of Beer and Ale in the United 

States by Stanley Baron, 4chronicles the evolution of the brewing 

industry in the continental United States. It is, however, far 

more than a mere chronological history for Baron takes great 

pains to relate events and trends that rved to change the brew-

ing industry in the United States. He argues that advances in 

technology, the emergence of the national breweries, the ethnicity 

of urban and rural populations, and the growth of the labour and 

temperance movements, have been the catalysts shaping the course 
I ,,, '1-

and determining the impact of the industry. 1 jl ~ 

Drinking in America by Mark Lender}and James Martin, 5examines 
~ I \,,,). 

drinking habits and the way tr have mirrored and s~ed national 

responses to social, economic, and political issues. Equally 

important, is their discussion of the role played, consciously 

and unconsciously, by the brewer, distiller and vintner, in the 

shaping of such responses, particularly through the medium of 
,.,..___,..._,--

public drinking est3blishment. 
v 

The fourth study ·s "Pubs" by Brian Harrison ana-a.-ppe.ax:.s-as 
) 

a chapter in The Victorian City, edited by H.J. Dyos and 

Michael Wolff. 6 Harrison examines the growth of the public house 

both in numbers and in importance as a social institution. 

Central to this growth in the nineteenth century was the formal,~'r 

financial tie between publican and brewery. As he points out, 

after 1870 the breweries owned the vast majority of England's 
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public houses. From that time onward, he argues, the public 

house evolved not so much because of local needs and preferences 

but due to the larger decisions made in the light of marketing 

and corporate planning. 

This literature offers an array of arguments and viewpoints 

which'Ij feel largely fall within the framework of socio-economic 

history. Even Baron's chronological Brewed in America, contains 

formalized connections between advances in technology, economic 

vitality, and the consequences for society resulting from this 

relationship. 

Relating this material to a study of the Vancouver Island 

brewing industry, however, must be done through a mix of caution 

and creativity. 

In order to put the arguments and conclusions of these authors 

to good use, it is best to ascertain what questions were likely 

at the heart of their research and use these to develop perspect

ives for the study of the local industry. 

The initial step in this regard is to establish a framework 

for the economic aspect of the study. Central to this framework 

is an understanding of the actual cash contribution, through taxes, 

licences, wages, etc. of the brewing industry to the economy of 

Vancouver Island. Once this has been established, this contribution 

can be compared to other industries during 1858 to 1917, and a 

ranking of importance can be established. 

To augment this information and present as comprehensive a 
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picture as possible, the answers to several key questions should 

be pursued: 

How did the breweries market their products and is 
there any correlation between marketing and sales 
volume? 

Was this marketing in any way manipulative and was the 
saloon the locus of advertising and marketing events? 

How and why did the local breweries enter the export 
trade, and what did it mean in economic terms? 

Were saloons and hotels the main means of product 
distribution? 

How diversified was the brewing industry? 

What effect did the temperance movement have on the 
economic health of the industry? 

The history of technology, as Downard and Baron argue, is 

also important as more sophisticated mechanization influenced 
l If) 

both economic and social developments. 0f fundamental importance 
/I 

·s to discover how advanced the Vancouver Island industry was 
l 

compared to the industry elsewhere and discuss what this meant 
" 

in terms of production and profitability. 

Several supporting questions will serve to expand the 

perspectives and importance of technological change: 

Were advances in technology indigenous or imported? 

Was there a correlation between mechanization, increased 
production and a higher alcoholic consumption? 

Was the local industry unionized, and was this brought 
about by mechanization? 

The third step must be to provide a vantage point from which 

to view the role of the brewing industry in societal development. 
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It can also be argued that we must not ignore the role played 

by society in the development of the industry. 

It is most important to first establish ,the function of the 

brewer, the brewery, and beer in pre-prohibition society. This 

can be achieved by examining the brewery-saloon relationship, 

patterns of consumption, product preference and the reaction of 

the community in general to the brewer and his business. Again, 

several questions will facilitate research: 

What was the role of the saloon and how did it evolve? 

Was the brewery-saloon relationship purely financial? 

Was class structure evident in public drinking houses? 

What social status did brewers and publicans enjoy, 
and did ethnicity affect such status? 

Was beer the principal commodity of the saloon? 

How did the temperance movement affect their business? 

Do the varieties of beer tell us anything about the 
society of the day? 

Answers to these questions using a blend of traditional and 

non-traditional methodologies will result in the comprehensive 

study that is desired. 

The second concern, 

for sources. 

sated earlie~, deals with the search 

Preliminary work i ~ this area indicates that primary materials 
\I 

have been used infrequently and with inconclusive results. The 

purpose of this paper now shifts to an examination and evaluation 

of sources of primary material in the form of an annotated 
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bibliography. It explores materials found in a variety of 

goverment agencies, municipal archives, and museum-related 

repositories. Perhaps of greatest importance, it affords an 

opportunity to predict to what degree a socio-economic history 

of the Vancouver Island brewing industry is possible. 
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A N N O T A T E D B I B L I O G R A P H Y 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 

PROVINCIAL Archives of British Columbia 

From the extensive and varied array of primary material 

available, I examined the following: 

1. Provincial Labour Commission, 1912-1914 

Among the several hundred individuals, representing 

various trades, who made representations to this commission, 

were members of the Hotel and Restaurant Employees International 

Alliance and Bartenders International Leagure of America. 

These individuals were concerned that the laws pertaining 

to interdicts gave no protection to bartenders, the very 

people entrusted to enforce them on a daily basis. They called 

for more responsibility to be shifted to the proprietors and 

owners of saloons who were, according to several witnesses, 

often lax in enforcing municipal and provincial regulations. 

This source is important for it provides insights into 

the working relationship of the saloon and hotel employee 

and his employer. It also points out that habitual drinking 

was a serious problem as one witness claims that there were 

over 120 interdicts in Victoria alone. After reviewing the 

testimony, the question arises, was this problem partially 

the result of the liquor industry turning a blind eye? This 

viewpoint was explored by Martin and Lender in Drinking in 

America. 
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1/l 

2. Provincial Census 

The census will assist in determining occupations, 

birthplaces, ethnicity, age, religion and marital status. 

These facts are of importance when seeking to establish 

patterns and relationships, for instance: to determine what, 

if any, ethnic group dominated the local industry; to establish 

a correlation between ethnicity and brewing technique; to 

discover if brewing was a family tradition. 

3. British Columbia Directories 

The directories for the period 1860 to 1917, published 

by such firms as Henderson and Wrigley, usually contain a 

directory of streets, individuals, and businesses. Rural, 

as well as urban, areas are included. Sometimes inaccurate 

and incomplete, they nevertheless prove useful in tracing the 

general history of a business and the people who owned or 

operated it. Such general information is often useful as a 

starting point for more vigorous investigation and for the 

identification and verification of individuals. 

4. Colonial Correspondence 

This should prove, after a complete survey has been con

ducted, to be a valuable source of information, particularly 

for the 1860 1 s, a decade in which the origins of many of the 

island's breweries are to be found. Because of the size of 

this collection and a cataloguing system that lacks detail 

and description, considerably more time needs to be spent 

working with this material. 



- 1 0 -

At this point, two items of interest have come to 

light: 

5. Newspapers 

a) A petition (1865) from John Rees Price 
and his fellow citizens of Nanaimo to 
Governor Kennedy. Price asks that he be 
allowed, for the benefit of Nanaimo's 
residents, to produce ale and beer in a 
building he has already constructed for 
the purpose. I have found no evidence 
that he was successful in his petition. 
Should I find such evidence, it would 
establish his brewery as the first north 
of Victoria. 

b) A letter (1867) from Arthur Bunster, owner 
of the Colonial Brewery in Victoria to 
Governor Seymour. In the letter, Bunster, 
who claims to be the island's principal 
brewer, points out that the proposed tax 
of 30¢ per 100 pounds of barley would 
seriously harm an already fragile local 
brewing industry. This letter is of 
interest for it indicates that the local 
j_ndustry might have been suffering in the 
1860's, which is contrary to popular belief. 

Newspapers, particularly The Victoria Colonist and 

The Victoria Times, are useful as general sources of inform

ation that can provide direction for further investigations. 

To this point, they have proven to be valuable as a means 

of sketching the general historical framework of several 

breweries and brewing families. 

6. Photographs 

Photographs provide visual documentation of a business, 

person, or an event. The photographic collections of the 

Provincial Archives have yielded material related to the 

larger brewing enterprises (i.e., Silver Spring Brewery Ltd., 
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Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Co.) and little, to date, pertain-

ing to the smaller operations. In addition, photographs of 

several prominent brewers have been located. As the photo

graphic collection is both large and partially uncatalogued, 

additional time will be needed in order to explore and assess 

it fully. 

7. Labbat's Collection 

This collection consists of 13 archival boxes and some 

oversize material, which was received from Labatt's shortly 

before it closed its Victoria operation in 1982. The over

size items and boxes 1 to 3 are the most valuable. Much of 

this material deals with the brewery's operations from 1893 

to 1922, when it operated as the Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Co. 

Included in this collection are the following items: 

Volume 1, various files from within 1-37 

a) City of Victoria - Retail Liquor Licence 
Receipts, 1910-1912. This establishes that 
the brewery owned several saloons under the 
auspices of various proprietors. 

b) Equipment supplied by the Victoria-Phoenix 
Brewing Co. to the Cranbrook Brewery, 1903-
1904. This was surplus machinery after the 
brewery was renovated during the same years. 

c) Indenture between the Phoenix Brewing Co. and 
W.P. Sayward and Wm. Powers, 1892-1893. A 
contract made just prior to the amalgamation 
of the Phoenix and Victoria Brewing companies. 

d) Letter from the Provincial Vintners Association 
regarding the purity of Canadian beer, 1905. 
They suggest that all brewers in the province 
adhere to a water, malt and hops formula only 

,., 
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thus ensuring the manufacture of pure beer. 
There is no record of the industry's response. 

e) Appraisement of the Silver Spring Brewery Ltd., 
1928. Although a little late for my study, 
it gives a detailed look at the physical 
layout of a brewery some 55 years ago. 

f) Title deeds, Victoria Brewing and Ice Co. Ltd., 
1893. This was the company that joined the 
Phoenix Brewery to become the Victoria-Phoenix 
Brewing Co. in 1893. 

g) Accounts Payable Ledger, 1913-1928. 

h) Auditor's Reports, 1909-1912. A detailed 
look at the financial situation of the 
brewery. In addition, one gains valuable 
information on production levels, product 
diversity, equipment and the number of men 
employed. 

i) Mortgages, Barnard and Becter and the 
Victoria-Phoenix Brewery, 1897, and 1913-1916, 
respectively. The conveyance of several 
properties to the brewery. 

j) Bottle manufacturing contracts, 1914-1915. 

k) Several building contracts. These describe 
additions and renovations made to the brewery 
and to various saloon and hotel properties 
owned by the brewery during 1904-1913. 

1) Coal contract between the Victoria-Phoenix 
Brewing Co. and Messrs. J. Kingham and Co. Ltd., 
1916-1918. Coal was used to heat the boilers 
which produced the steam for the brew kettles. 

m) Letter from the owners of the Victoria-Phoenix 
Brewing Co. to fellow British Columbia brewers 
regarding the Hotel Association Act of 1914. 
In it they maintain that they should claim 
for losses as a result of it and prohibition 
legislation. Letter dated 1919. 

n) Contract for sale of beer, ale and porter 
between Hughes Bros. (wholesalers) and 
Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Co., 1914. 
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Volume 2, Various files from within 1-27 

a) Repairs to Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Co., 
1904-1905 and contracts for the same. 
Detailed description of the work and 
materials used. 

b) Employee Liability and Accident Policies, 
1911-1918. Describes benefits and contains 
actual claims. Useful as it shows to what 
degree the brewery had to care for its 
employees, although it does not indicate 
whether such car~ was the result of 
unionization. The claims contain details 
on the men injured and their jobs within 
the brewery. 

c) Gold Seal Liquor Co. Ltd. An agreement 
between them and the Victoria-Phoenix 
Brewing Co. to wholesale beer and ale in 
Vancouver, 1904. 

d) Grain contracts with various local 
suppliers, 1904-1914. It would seem that 
the brewery was able to meet its grain 
needs locally. 

e) Mortgages. This material shows that the 
Victoria-Phoenex Brewing Co. owned no less 
than 18 hotels and saloons on Vancouver 
Island and the Lower Mainland, 1907-1919. 

Volume 3, Oversize Material 

a) Delivery Records. These show the saloons, 
hotels, and individuals with which the 
brewery had accounts and gives some idea 
of the brewery's network of distribution, 
1914-1920. 

b) Audited Year-End Statements. 1913-1920. 
Similar to Volrne 1, item h , but in a 
slightly different format. 

The Labatt's collection is an extremely valuable source for 

it gives a detailed insight into the operation of the Victoria

Brewing Co. in the years 1893 to 1922. We gain a good 
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understanding of its operation as both a brewery and a 

financial organization with strong roots in the community. 

In addition, we learn about its products, physical plant, 

and employee-employer relations. 

8. Vital Statistics Branch 

Records from this branch, such as Verification of Birth, 

Death, and Marriage, can, with a fair degree of accuracy, 

give important facts about an individual. These facts can, 

and should, be used in conjunction with information gleaned 

from census records, newspapers, and directories in order to 

construct profiles of brewers, their families, employees and 

associates. 

9. Companies Registry (Branch) 

This branch registers newly-formed companies and has, 

until recently, acted as a repository for thousands of 

companies incorporated since the 1860's. A short time ago, 

hundreds of files were transferred to the Provincial Archives 

of British Columbia where it would appear they rest in a 

partially catalogued state. 

In the course of this survey, I viewed numerous rolls 

of micofilm thought to contain information pertaining to early 

breweries. No information, however, was forthcoming. This 

was somewhat surprising as the microfilm spanned the years 

1860-1914, a time during which all the major island breweries 

came into existence. 



- 1 5 -

It is unlikely that all records pertaining to the 

breweries were destroyed; they may be among the material 

yet to be catalogued. In addition, the company incorporation 

books, an annual listing of registered companies, have gone 

astray. 

Records created by this branch give useful financial 

background information. They list the companies' original 

investors, outline general company policy as prescribed by 

law, define stock distribution and list both the location of 

the business and the office(s) of the principals involved. 

While they do not describe the physical operation of a 

business, they do verify its existence, longevity of operation, 

and general operating policies. 

10. Land Titles Branch 

Records retained by this branch can be used to trace 

the ownership of a property from the present day back to the 

original Crown Grant, using either the legal description or 

the name of the current owner. 

As a test, I traced Victoria city lots, 1733 and 1734 

back to the Crown Grants. It is reported that these lots 

were the site, from 1862 to 1866, of the James Bay Brewery, 

Alfred James Welch, owner and proprietor. This information 

had been secured from various newspaper articles during the 

1860's. 

By examining 18 property title entries, the property ~ 

,~ J 'ro#e,,: 

pi/µ, . I /,,J (}}.Jj.1.11 i ~ J 
r /,µ d-()J.).r / 6,-f' J./i )l. I !J._'1 

fu'h V rf ~1 
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was traced from the present owner, B.C. Buildings Corporation, 

to Alexander D. MacDonald and John Wright, who had purchased 

the property from the Crown (represented by the Hudson's Bay 

Company) in 1863. They, in turn, sold it to Alfred James Welch, 

in the same year. He retained the property until late in 1865. 

While giving no description of the property or the struct

ures on it, title searches do establish ownership, thus 

verifying or disputing information from other sources. In 

this case, my investigations verified the newspaper articles. 

Of equal importance is that title searches can lead to 

other valuable documents such as mortgages, deeds, wills, 

property plans, and records of litigation. 

11. Legislative Library 

The Legislative Library is most valuable for its collection (J 
of Vancouver Island newspapers (post-1900) and the records of (111' Ji 
the Legislature. 

Using the general heading of liquor, dozens of references 

were obtained for legislation, debates and petitions. I have 

only investigated a small number of these entries but I feel 

that a comprehensive survey will assist in determining the 

role the provincial government has played in the growth and 

development of the industry on Vancouver Island and the province 

in general. 
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12. British Columbia Provincial Museum 

The museum has a small, but interesting, three-dimensional 

collection pertaining to the Vancouver Island brewing industry. 

Bottles, promotional items, and signs serve to give physical 

confirmation of a brewery's existence. Accompanying document

ation places this material in a historical perspective. 

MUNICIPAL AND SOCIETY RECORDS 

Victoria City Archives 

1. Wholesale Liquor Licences, 1907-1917 

These records list businesses that sold alcohol on a 
, 

wholesale basis: breweries, vintners, distilliers, and general 

liquor wholesalers. Included in these records are the amounts 

levied by the city, per licence, and the schedule of payment. 

Not only do these records illustrate the wholesale 

distribution network but they -a.ls~ show much the liquor 

industry was contributing to the city coffers. 

2. Retail Liquor Licences, 1907-1917 

Saloons, hotels, private clubs, and grocery stores were 

required, like wholesale businesses, to purchase a liquor 

licence from the city of Victoria. This list gives a clear 

picture of the number of licenced premises, their location, 
/\.)_/I<, ' and proprietor(s). These records don~ tel s who the owners 

were nor give a physical description of the premises. We can 

gauge, however, the potential size of the distribution network 
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afforded the breweries by this group. They provide another 

view of the liquor industry's contribution to the city's 

treasury. 

3. Real Estate Assesment Rolls, 1872-1917 

These records give assessed land values, on a per-lot 

yearly basis of properties within the city of Victoria. 

Included is a listing of owners and notes on the existence 

and value of structures. 

This material, while supporting other kinds of property 

records, can also help ascertain the number and value of 

properties owned by brewers or breweries. Such information 

will aid in determining to what degree brewers and breweries 

were diversified within the local business community. 

4. Annual Reports - City of Victoria, 1870-1917 

Published yearly, the reports contain information from 

various city departments as well as from the Mayor and Council 

Members. Everything from commerce to road improvement is 

included. The Fire Warden's reports have proven to be of 

most value so far as old breweries seem to have had their 

share of fires. While few specific references are made to 

breweries, the reports are useful for the general economic 

information they provide. 

5. Insurance Policy Books 

The Victoria City Archives has a large collection of 

records from insurance companies that operated in the city 

prior to prohibition. 
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I have not found any references to breweries but have 

located policies taken out by several city brewers on saloon 

and hotel properties that they owned as private individuals. 

Rich in description, these policies will help to build 

economic profiles of such individuals as Joseph Loewen of the 

Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Co. Additional time spent on this 

collection will, I'm sure, prove of value. 

6. Scrapbooks - Native Sons of British Columbia 

These books consist of articles written by or about 

members of this organization. Four volumes are known to exist, 

although I have examined only volume 4. lt contains a lengthy 

article on hop production in Saanich. While I cannot verify 

all the details presented in this 1923 article, it does provide 

several interesting leads for future investigation. The 

question as to what degree the local brewing industry was 

supplied by Vancouver Island grain and hop producers has never 

been adequately explored. These volumes may provide a basic 

framework to initiate a study on the local hop industry. 

Vancouver City Archives 

The Vancouver City Archives contains no information on the 

brewing industry of Vancouver Island. 

Nanaimo Centennial Museum 

Most of the material to be found here is general in nature and 

can be obtained at the Provincial Archives of British Columbia 

(i.e., B.C. directories, newspaper articles). Only two city maps, 
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both dated 1891, are unique. They both show the location of 

the Union Brewery. 

Cumberland Museum 

Cumberland was the site of the Pilsener Brewery, established 

in 1906 by Peter Dillman. The museum possesses biographical notes 

of the Dillman family, a map showing the brewery's location, a 

small collection of bottles, and some articles on the history of 

the brewery just prior to prohibition. 

Cowichan Valley Museum - Duncan 

This museum does not possess any materiai related to the 

Duncan BotanicalBrewery, other than several bottles marked with 

the brewery's embossed crest. A small amount of documentation 

on pre-prohibition saloons is available. 

Sources Yet to be Consulted 

1. Public Archives of Canada 

I hope to carry out investigations in,the map, 

manuscript, and photograph collections. 

2. Special Collections - University of Victoria, University of 
British Columbia and Simon Fraser University 

I will carry out investigations along the lines of the 

above. 

3. University Archives - University of Washington 

I have been informed that a small amount of original 

material pertaining to our local brewing industry can be found 

in this collection. 
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4. Legal Surveys Branch 

They have a collection 0f townsite maps, maintain files 

of alterations to property configurations and can provide 

detailed legal descriptions and illustrations of all urban 

and rural properties. 

5. Nanaimo Court House 

Employees recently discovered a collection of building 

permits, licence fee books, and property description records 

in the basement of this government facility. 

6. The Vancouver Island Project 

A general survey of archival holdings, both public and 

private, on Vancouver Island. This survey will allow me to 

ascertain whether I have missed any major primary sources. 

7. Aural Histories 

I intend to interview the following people: 

Mr. John Erb, grandson of L.E. Erb of the 
Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Co. Mr. Erb, who 
has a private archives, was himself the 
manager of several breweries from the 1930's 
to the 1970's. 

Mr. Walter Spershott, an individual long 
associated, in one capacity or another, with 
the brewing industry in Victoria. 

The Dillman family, descendants of Peter 
Dillman of Cumberland. It is believed that 
they live on the Lower Mainland. 

The Reifel family, descendants of Con and 
Henry Reifel of the Union Brewing Co. of 
Nanairno and are thought to be living on the 
Lower Mainland. 
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Mr. Cecil Temple, son of John Temple, proprietor 
of the Canada Hotel from 1912 to 1922. Cecil 
Temple was a pre-prohibition bartender. I 
have spoken with him several times but have 
yet to record our conversation. 

I plan to give aural history interviews a high priority. 



.. 
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C O N C L U S I O N S 

After conducting this survey of largely primary sources, 

three things become apparent. 

First, that the most feasible approach would be to construct 

a detailed history of the Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Company. Such 

a study could conceivably examine the brewery's development from 

its origins as the Victoria Brewery in 1858, through to its 

amalgamation with the Phoenix Brewing Company in 1893 and on to 

its status and strength as a major brewery at the coming of 

prohibition. The basic framework for this historical development 

has already been constructed and co~ now be augmented with the 

considerable and diverse material revealed by this survey. 

Secondly, any study that might be undertaken at this time 

and which purports to examine the island's brewing industry as 

a whole, would be largely economic in its emphasis. This is in 

direct relation to the primary materials identified to date which 

have been predomina~ely financial in nature. Only a modest number 

of sources have revealed information applicable to a study of 

the industry within the context of social history. 

The third point, and in my opinion the most important, deals 

with the fact that it is not yet possible to produce a basic 

framework on which to place the history of the Vancouver Island 

brewing industry. At present, a great deal is known about only 

three breweries: The Phoenix Brewing Co., the Victoria-Phoenix 

Brewing Co., and Silver Spring Brewery Ltd. Little is really 

known about the other 23 breweries that are known to have existed. 
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It would be wise to pursue the construction of such 

a framework. A strong skeleton of facts is essential no matter 

what course of action is finally decided upon. Therefore, it is 

premature to focus too sharply at this time; I must construct 

the strongest historical framework possible over the next six 

months to one year in order to give my study the grounding in 

fact that is warranted. 

In conclusion, my aim is still to produce a socio-economic 

study. Whether or not this is possible, rests on continued research. 

Such research will have to be both rigorous and creative. While 

financial information is easier to come by, due mainly to the 

influence of legislation and the edicts of regulating bodies, 

records that can assist in determining the industry's role in the 

development of society are harder to come by. I will in all 
e 

liklihood place more emphasis on police and government records 
~ 

which focus on alcohol consumption and problems with licencing. 

In addition, the examination of social gazettes, diaries, and 

memoirs might assist in establishing the role and status of 

brewers and their families. Finally, an examination of the 

temperance movement will provide an insight into how society in 

general may have viewed the brewing industry. 



Footnotes 

1The following 26 breweries have been identified as having 
operated on Vancouver Island between 1858 and 1917: 

Victoria 
The Victoria Brewery (est. 1858) 
The Colonial Brewery (est. 1860) 
The Lion Brewery (est. 1862) 
The James Bay Brewery (est. 1863) 
The Phoenix Brewing Co. (est. 1868) 
The Bavaria Brewery (est. 1872) 
The Empire Brewery (est. 1885) 
The City Brewery (est. 1886 or 1887) 
The Excelsior Brewery (est. 1887) 
Carter Bros. Brewery (est. 1887) 
Leahy and Horth Brewery (est. circa 1889) 
E. & N. Brewery (est. circa 1890) 
The Bavarian Brewery (est. circa 1890) 
The Victoria-Phoenix Brewing Co. (est. 1893) 
Fairalls Brewery (est. either 1889 or 1894) 
Silver Spring Brewery Ltd. (est. 1897 or 1898) 
Esquimalt Brewery (est. circa 1916) 

Duncan 
The Duncan Botanical Brewery (date unknown) 

Nanaimo 
The Nanaimo or Millstream Brewery (est. circa 1868) 
The Nanaimo Brewery (Mahrer's Brewery - est. 1880) 
Lansdowne Brewery (est. circa 1885) 
The Union Brewing Co. (est. 1891) 
The Empire Brewery (est. circa 1893) 
The Red Lion Brewery (est. circa 1893) 
The Brittania Brewery (est. circa 1894) 

Cumberland 
The Pilsener Brewery (est. 1906). 

2see an earlier essay entitled "Socio-Economic Aspects of 
the Vancouver Island Brewing Industry 1858-1917: Developing 
Historical Perspectives" (G. Evans, History 500). 

3william L. Downard, The Cincinnati Brewing Industry: A 
Social and Economic History (Cincinnati: Ohio University Press, 1973). 

4 Stanley Baron, Brewed in America: A History of Beer and Ale 
in the United States (Boston: Little Brown & Co., 1962). 

5 Mark Lender & James Martin, Drinking in America (New York: 
The Free Press, 1982). 

6Brian Harrison, "Pulis 11 , The Victorian City eds. H.J. Dyos & 
Michael Wolff (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd., 1973) Volume 1. 
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