
Qualitative Sociological Research Methods

Sociology and Anthropology 856

Section: G100

Term: 2011 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Noel Dyck
Email:\x09ndyck@sfu.ca
Office:\x09AQ 5065

Discussion Topics: This course examines methods and problems of qualitative research in the 
social sciences, with special emphasis upon the approaches and methodologies used in 
sociology and anthropology.  Particular topics to be considered will include: epistemological 
and methodological approaches to qualitative research; observation and participation in field 
research; qualitative interviewing; ethical dimensions of qualitative research; the 
management of research relationships; the analysis of qualitative materials; and, the writing 
of qualitatively-based accounts.  Processes of abstraction and generalization involved in 
recording qualitative data and transforming it into anthropological and sociological accounts 
will receive extended attention.

In addition to discussing a set of assigned reading materials, members of the seminar will 
also look into the uses of a variety of qualitative methods as well as analytical approaches 
frequently employed by anthropologists and sociologists.  Members of the seminar will also 
design and carry out original field research projects that will provide an opportunity to 
test various methods.

Grading: (20%)\x09\x09Participation
 (5%)\x09\x09Discussion leader service
(10%)\x09\x09Identification of potential research topics and questions
(20%)\x09\x09Research proposal
(45%)\x09\x09Review project, paper, and assessment

Grading and Academic Honesty:
All assignments in this course must be completed for a final grade to be assigned. The 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices, 
grade appeals (Policy T 20.01) and academic honesty and misconduct procedures 
(S10.01-S10.04).  It is the responsibility of students to inform themselves of the content of 
these policies available on the SFU website: http://www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/index.htm

Required Texts: Robert M. Emerson, Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw (1995) Writing 
Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

There is also a custom courseware readings package for SA 856 which will be available for 
sale in the SFU Bookstore.

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Required course for MA and PhD students in Sociology and 
Anthropology.  Students from other departments and faculties may enrol only with the 
permission of the instructor.
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Notes: None

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


