
Introduction to Anthropology (A)

Sociology and Anthropology 101

Section: D900

Term: 2012 Spring

Instructor: Stacy Pigg
Email: pigg@sfu.ca 
Office: TBA

Discussion Topics: This course will be held at the Surrey Campus.

This course is an introduction to the concepts anthropology uses to understand social life. 
We will discuss how culture shapes peoples lives, ways we can understand the social 
organization of everyday life, and what it means to speak of different cultures in a world 
shaped by colonial relations of power and the global movements of people, ideas, goods, and 
technologies. We will use one anthropology textbook, and two detailed accounts of social 
life. The first book looks  closely at the everyday lives of families in Brazilian shanty 
towns near Rio de Janeiro. The second book examines changing notions of self, romance, and 
marriage in Nepal. As a class, we will also think about intersections between these readings 
and our own lives and histories, and gain a broader perspective on difference. One of the 
main goals of this course will be learning how to think analytically and anthropologically 
about the lives of others and ourselves.  The course is an exploration of the questions that 
arise from an international, cross-cultural perspective on peoples collective experiences   
This course can be used to fulfill the breadth requirement in Social Science.

Grading: Your final mark in the class will be based on the following: Midterm exam (Week 7): 
30% Final exam: 30% Ethnographic exercises (from the Delaney text): 30% Tutorial 
participation: 10%. Tutorial attendance is required.
Grading and Academic Honesty:
All assignments in this course must be completed for a final grade to be assigned. The 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices, 
grade appeals (Policy T 20.01) and academic honesty and misconduct procedures 
(S10.01-S10.04).  It is the responsibility of students to inform themselves of the content of 
these policies available on the SFU website: http://www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/index.htm

Required Texts: Delaney, Carol  Investigating Culture: An Experiential Introduction to 
Anthropology. Blackwell Publishing 2004.
Ahearn, Laura Invitations to Love: Literacy, Love Letters, and Social Change in Nepal. 
University of Michgan Press, 2001.
Goldstein, Donna M. Laughter Out of Place. University of California Press, 2004.

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Students with credit for SA 170 may not take SA 101 for further 
credit.  Breadth-Social Sciences.

Notes: Notes

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


