
The Practice of Anthropology (A)

Sociology and Anthropology 402

Section: D100

Term: 2009 Fall

Instructor: Adrienne Wasik 
Email: awasik@sfu.ca 
Office: TBA 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:00-2:00, or by appointment 

Discussion Topics: As a discipline, anthropology is overwhelming informed, these days, by 
researchers and professionals who choose to practice anthropology as a way to make change in 
the world, whether in terms of advocacy, collaboration or social justice, or through the 
application of ethnographic methodologies to practical problems or social issues. This course 
will explore the convictions, concepts, methodologies, complications, problematics, knowledge 
production, moral reasoning and ethics of the practice of advocacy and applied anthropology. 
In what ways should anthropology be used to affect action in the world? What are the ethical 
obligations, tensions and risks entailed in the practice of anthropology? What insights are 
generated from an applied, engaged or activist anthropology? We will also be questioning what 
gets problematized for attention by the applied anthropologist, examine the translation of 
ethnography into interdisciplinary contexts, and consider the dissemination and broader 
applications of ethnographic research. 
  

Grading: Reflection Paper  15% 
Discussion Paper  35% 
Group Presentation  15% 
Extended Book Review  25% 
Seminar Participation  10% 

All the assignments in this course must be completed for a final grade to be assigned.  The 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices, 
grade appeals (Policy T 20.01) and academic dishonesty and misconduct procedures (Policy T 
10.03).  It is the responsibility of students to inform themselves of the content of these 
policies (available on the SFU website under Administration, SFU Polices & Procedures).

Required Texts: Fortun, Kim. 2001. Advocacy after Bhopal: Environmentalism, Disaster, New 
Global Orders. Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press. 
 
Additional required readings will be available through the SFU library either electronically 
as ejournals, or on reserves as book chapters. Students will be required to purchase one 
additional book for their group reading project. This additional book should not be purchased 
until book selection has taken place in class. 

 

  

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Minimum of 72 units including SA 101 or 150 or 201.  Recommended at 
least two upper division courses in anthropology.

Notes: All students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with regard to academic 
dishonesty (T 10.02 and T 10.03).  These policies are available at the following web 



The Practice of Anthropology (A)

addresses: http://www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10-02.htm and 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10-03.htm 

  
  

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


