
Special Topics in Archaeology III

Archaeology 334

Section: D100

Term: 2010 Spring

Instructor: Dr. Ross Jamieson

Discussion Topics: The Aztec in Central Mexico and the Inca in the Central Andes were the two 
largest empires in the New World at the time of initial Spanish contact. These state-level 
societies shared a number of features in common, but also many differences, and they are 
often cited as classic examples of the two main types of global empires: hegemonic (indirect 
rule) and territorial (direct rule). In this course, we will employ a detailed comparative 
approach to explore the nature of these similarities and differences using archaeological and 
ethnohistorical data on the Aztec and Inca as case studies. Weekly lectures and readings are 
organized thematically to highlight these comparisons, including such topics as imperial 
expansion, religion and ritual, gender roles and family life, agriculture and craft 
production, and monumental urban architecture.

Grading: Quizzes (2): 20%

Midterm: 30%

Paper proposal: 10%
Term paper: 30%
Participation: 10%

 

Required Texts: D’Altroy, T. 2002. The Incas. Malden, MA: Blackwell.
Smith, M. 2003. The Aztecs, second edition. Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: At least 30 credit hours.

Notes: This course counts toward Group III - Regional Courses in the Archaeology course 
listings.
Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must contact the Centre for 
Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112 or csdo@sfu.ca.
All students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with regard to academic 
honesty and student conduct (S10). These policies are available at the following web address: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/index.html
Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated medical disability.
February 15-26  Olympic Games break. All classes cancelled. Offices open. TAs will not be 
available for consultation during this time.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


