
The Politics of Labour in Canada

Labour Studies 310

Section: D100

Term: 2012 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Xinying Hu
Office:  xxx              
Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:00-3:00pm
Email Address: xinyingh@sfu.ca 

Discussion Topics: Economic globalization has integrated nations of the Global North and the 
Global South into a world market economy system. Labour and trade union movements in their 
national and international settings are being challenged in this process. Using a comparative 
analysis of the Global South and North, the course will focus on the issues working people 
face in defending their collective interests, how labour and trade union movements in these 
countries have been transformed, and the new forms of international action and organizing 
that are emerging in response to specific challenges. 

This course will also expose students to concepts of class, gender, race and ethnicity to 
analyze struggles different working people face and explore how global trade unionism can 
include the most exploited and underprivileged groups, such as migrant women workers and 
workers in informal sector.

COURSE OBJECTIVES or LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students will gain an understanding of the way labour and trade union movement are affected 
by economic globalization and also how labour and trade unions have organized globally to 
meet these changes.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

This course will meet from 9:30  12:20 on Wednesdays. Each student will be expected to 
participate in class discussions, to prepare presentations related to the readings, to 
conduct independent research and make a presentation on their research to the class.\x09

Grading: Attendance and Class Participation: 15%
Class Presentation: 20%
Mid-term Test (in class): 20% 
Research Paper (8 pages): 20%                              
Final Exam (scheduled): 25%

Labour Studies Undergraduate Grading System:
A+  95  100 \x09\x09B+  80 - 84\x09C+  65 - 69
A    90 - 94\x09\x09B    75 - 79\x09C    60 - 64
A-   85 - 89\x09\x09B-   70 - 74\x09C-   55 - 59\x09\x09\x09
D    50  54\x09\x09F     0  49\x09N    student did not complete

Required Texts: Journal Articles. Online or access through SFU computing ID.

Stephanie Ross & Larry Savage, (eds), Rethinking the Politics of Labour in Canada (Fernwood 
Publishing, 2012). ISBN 9781552664780



The Politics of Labour in Canada

Shahra Razavi, (ed), The gendered impacts of liberalization: towards "embedded liberalism"? 
(New York: Routledge, 2009). ISBN 9780415956505

 Other readings will be reserved through SFU library.

Recommended Texts: /Recommended Reading:

Weekly recommended readings are on the course syllabus.

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: LBST 101 and 301 are strongly recommended.  

Notes: Note on plagiarism: 

All students are expected to read SFUs policies concerning academic honesty and student 
conduct [S 10.01 and S10.04]. The policies can be read at this website: 
www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student.html

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


