
Early Childhood Education: Curriculum and Instruction

Education 466

Section: D100

Term: 2012 Summer

Instructor: Dr. Jocelyn Reeves
Email: jreeves@sfu.ca
Office Hours: by appointment

Class Schedule: May 7th - August 3rd 2012
Wednesdays 1:30-5:20 p.m. Room: EDB 8620 Burnaby Campus

Discussion Topics: Education 466 is a course designed to expand on the theoretical 
foundations provided in EDUC 464.  This course will endeavor to engage students in the 
critical analysis of programming for early learners by providing both an overview of content 
areas for further discussion and inquiry specific to curriculum and instruction.

Proposed Schedule of Topics:
\x09\x09
Week 1\x09Overview of topics/AssignmentsWeek 2-4\x09Teaching and the Environment 
(MacNaughton) 
Week 5-8\x09Teaching Strategies and Techniques (MacNaughton) 
Week 9-12\x09Specialist Teaching Techniques (MacNaughton and 
Gussin Paley)Week 13\x09Wrap-up and Further Discussion
\x09

Course Objectives:
\x09\x09
The objectives of the course are as follows:

1)\x09To understand the link between developmental theory, 
programming and curriculum decisions.

2)\x09To create a disposition toward curriculum planning and 
implementation that reflects the needs of young learners and their families.
\x09
\x09\x09
Topics will include:

1)\x09The theory and practice of programming for early learning
 considering a variety of perspectives and traditions.

2)\x09An examination of curriculum practices which are developmentally appropriate for 
learners in the early school years.

3)\x09Support for the families of young early learners.

\x09\x09
\x09\x09

Grading: The following items will be used to assess student understanding of 
the course content:

Class attendance, presentations and reflections:

20% of your grade will be based on class attendance, participation in 
class activities and written responses to readings.

Midterm Exam:
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Students will complete a midterm exam worth 25% of your final 
grade.

Resource Binder:
Students will hand in a binder of teaching resources addressing plans 
for classroom design, scheduling, transitions, observation, and group 
time activities accounting for 40% of your final grade.

Resource Fair:

Students will participate in a Resource Fair during the final class 
worth 15% of your final grade.

Required Texts: Glenda MacNaughton and Gillian Williams (2009).  Teaching young children:  
Choices in theories and practice (2nd edition). Berkshire, England: Open University Press.

 Vivian Gussin Paley (1990).  The boy who would be a helicopter: The uses of storytelling in 
the classroom.  Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Educ 401/402 or Psych 250

Notes: Students in all Faculty
of Education courses are encouraged to review policies pertaining to 
academic
integrity available on the Undergraduate Programs website: 
http://www.educ.sfu.ca/ugradprogs/student_resources/index.html

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


