
Selected Topics in Labour Studies

Labour Studies 330

Section: D400

Term: 2012 Fall

Instructor: Instructor: John-Henry Harter
Email Address: jhharter@sfu.ca

Discussion Topics: This course is concerned with the depiction of the working class and 
labour in film. We will focus on film practices and some of the theoretical perspectives that 
have emerged to account for them, with particular emphasis on class.  We will examine 
Hollywood films as well as independent films and documentaries to see how our ideas about 
labour, trade unions, and employment have been informed and misinformed by film and film 
practices.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES or LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
This course will allow students to learn how to read film in order to understand some of the 
techniques and methods it uses to construct meaning. In addition students will come away with 
an understanding of how class is framed in film. Since filmmaking is a major industry, we 
will explore the consequences of having mass, popular, and working class culture turned into 
something you buy, rather than something you do. This course will also provide students with 
the basic vocabulary for understanding concepts in the field of film study (questions of 
narration, realism, and spectatorship). At the same time, the course examines specific themes 
in labour studies, through the movies themselves and through the issues, incidents, and 
events they portray. 

Grading: COURSE REQUIREMENTS:\x09
Grading structure
Seminar Participation\x09\x0920%\x09-based on weekly participation in seminar
Film Critique #1\x09\x09\x0915%\x09-5 pages on one film
Reading Notes\x09\x09\x0910%\x09-two reading notes
Midterm exam\x09\x09\x0920%\x09-\x09definitions, terms, and short answer
Research Essay \x09\x0935%\x09-\x0915 page paper

All assignments in this course must be completed for a final grade to be assigned. The Morgan 
Centre for Labour Studies follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices, grade appeals 
(Policy T 20.01) and academic honesty and misconduct procedures (S10.01-S10.04). It is the 
responsibility of students to inform themselves of the content of these policies available on 
the SFU website: http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/teaching.html

Required Texts: John Storey, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction 5th edition 
(Pearson Longman 2009)

James J. Lorence , The Suppression of Salt of the Earth: How Hollywood, Big Labor, and 
Politicians Blacklisted a Movie in the American Cold War  (Albuquerque: University of New 
Mexico Press, 1999)

Recommended Texts: Timothy Corrigan, A Short Guide to Writing About Film  8th edition (New 
York: Pearson Longman, 2011)
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Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: LBST 101 and 301 are strongly recommended.  

Notes: All students are expected to read SFUs policies concerning academic honesty and 
student conduct [S 10.01 and S10.04]. The policies can be read at this website: 
www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student.html

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


