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Di scussi on Topi cs: Evening

Thi s sem nar anal yses how energi ng denocracies deal with the crines of previous reginmes.
After war and political violence has ceased and a formal changeover of political power has
taken place, a divided society still has to be reconcil ed. Peace research nust aim at
securing permanent denocratisation rather than a tenporary truce followed by reverse
oppression and a new cycle of conflict.

Fi ve basic ways have been identified in dealing with an unsavory past: (1) Amesia, practised
in the Spanish transition fromthe Franco dictatorship, in post-war Japan, Tito' s Yugoslavia
and contenporary Russia. (2) Nurenberg type trials to bring perpetrators of gross human
rights violations to justice. (3) Lustration or the purge of collaborators frompublic office
(Eastern Europe). (4) Conpensation of victins or survivors through restitution or synbolic
recogni tion (Canada) and (5) Truth Commi ssions, first practised in Latiin Anerica and | ater
refined in South Africa where torturers receive amesty upon full confessions.

The course will review in particular the German debate about its Nazi past, the | essons to be
drawn fromthe South African experinment for other ethnic conflicts in Kosovo, Israel or
Northern Ireland, and the controversy about the planned international war tribunal where the
future Pinochets, Pol Pots or MIlosovics of the world would face justice.

It is expected that each student conparatively specializes in one case/country or reviews one
nmaj or aut hor or issue in the ongoing global debate how human rights can be better secured.

G adi ng:

Required Texts: Aryeh Neier, War Crines: Brutality, Genocide, Terror and the Struglle for
Justice. (1998)

M chael Ignatieff, The Warrior’s Honour: Ethic War and the Mddern Consci ence. (1998)

Mart ha M now, Between Vengeance and Forgi veness
Recomrended Texts:

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:

Prerequi site/ Corequisite:

Not es:
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