Great Texts: Asian Thought and Literature
Hurmani ties 203

Section: D200
Term 2012 Sunmer

I nstructor: Shuyu Kong

Di scussion Topics: This course will introduce The Story of the Stone (al so known as Dream of
the Red Chanber, or Honglou neng), an 18th century novel which has the sane iconic status in
Chinese literary history as Shakespeares dramati c works and has greatly influenced Chinese
mnds. It is also an excellent sourcebook for |earning about different aspects of Chinese
culture, fromthe fanmly systemand social relations to poetry and religion, all of which
find their nost vivid manifestations in the novel.

Thus the course has a dual purpose: one is to introduce a nmaster work of Chinese literature
and its distinctive literary tradition; the other is to introduce aspects of Chinese culture
t hrough the novel. The study nethod is a conbination of close reading, class discussions, and
| ectures in which sone inportant philosophical, cultural and artistic thenes of the nove

will be introduced. This course is for students who wi sh to | earn about Chinese culture
through an interesting and accessible text.

G adi ng: Attendance and partici pation 20%
Short Essay 15%

Group Presentation 15%

Mdterm (in class) 20%

Fi nal Exam (take home questions) 30%

Required Texts: Cao Xueqin and Gao E, translated by David Hawkes and John M nford, The Story
of the Stone Vols. 1-5, Penguin Books.

HUM 203 Cour sewar e conpil ed by Shuyu Kong.

Recommended Texts:
Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:
Prerequi site/ Corequisite:

Notes: This course is designated B-HUM and neets the Breadth-Humanities undergraduate degree
requi renents.

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was naintai ned by SFU
Student Services and the University’'s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



