
Interdisciplinary Studies in the Arts

Contemporary Arts 311

Section: D100

Term: 2008 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Henry Daniel

Phone: 778-782-3897

Office: CA 631 

hdaniel@sfu.ca

Hours: Monday 2.00-4.00

Location: IRMACS Rm. 10900 Mondays 5.00-8.00pm 

Teaching Assistant: Yasser Ismail

Discussion Topics: Performance Studies is a vibrant and rapidly growing field of study that 
has roots in a number of disciplines from anthropology and sociology to theatre studies and 
the traditional performing arts. This course traces some of those origins and explores their 
myriad manifestations in a variety of performance forms, e.g., dance, music, theatre, 
performance art and media performance. As Performance Studies implies a natural blurring of 
boundaries between disciplinary activities, especially where digital technology comes into 
play, a number of questions regarding interdisciplinarity and intermediality will arise. The 
course traces a history of ideas about the nature of performance as insistently 
intercultural, inter-generic, and inter-disciplinaryî, and therefore inherently unstable 
(Schechner, 2003). Course assignments will involve case studies both written and performed as 
low-tech prototype projects.

By the end of this course, students should:

1.- Have a grasp of Performance Studies, its history, discourses, practices, etc.

2.- Identify some of the fundamental tenets of another discipline with a view to 
collaborating with others on performance projects.

3.- Engage in critical discourse with others from different disciplines about performance 
issues in an articulate manner.

Required readings must be done before the lectures! 

Optional readings are on reserve in Bennett library.

Grading:  Provisional grading: 



Interdisciplinary Studies in the Arts

Critical Review I  10% 

Proposal for project  10% 

Project (collaborative)  30% 

Critical Review II (peer) 10% 

Take-home exam          30% 

Participation   10% 

Required Texts: FPA 311 SFU Custom courseware

Recommended Texts: Schechner, R. Performance Studies: An Introduction London; New York: 
Routledge, 2003

Bial, Henry The Performance Studies Reader 2nd edition, 2007

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Minimum 45 credit hours including FPA 111 or another critical or 
history course within the School for the Contemporary Arts; or by special permission from the 
course tutor.

Notes: There will be tutorials the first week of class.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


