
Early Childhood Education: Curriculum and Instruction

Education 466

Section: E100

Term: 2013 Summer

Instructor: Janine Hostettler Scharer

E-Mail: jhostett@sfu.ca

Office Hours: by appointment

Class Schedule: May 9 - Aug. 1

Thursdays 5:30 - 9:20 pm
Room: SWH 10051 (Burnaby Campus)

Discussion Topics: Education 466 is a course designed to expand on the theoretical 
foundations provided in EDUC 464. This course will endeavor to engage students in the 
critical analysis of programming for early learners by providing both an overview of content 
areas for further discussion and inquiry specific to curriculum and instruction. 

Proposed Schedule of Topics: 

Week 1 Overview of topics/Assignments 

Week 2-4 Teaching and the Environment 

Week 5-8 Teaching Strategies and Techniques 

Week 9-12 Specialist Teaching Techniques 

Week 13 Wrap-up and Further Discussion 

Course Objectives: 

The objectives of the course are as follows:
To understand the link between developmental theory, programming and curriculum decisions. 
To create a disposition toward curriculum planning and implementation that reflects the needs 
of young learners and their families. 
Topics will include:
The theory and practise of programming for early learning considering a variety of 
perspectives and traditions. 
An examination of curriculum practises which are developmentally appropriate for learners in 
the early years. 
Support for the families of young early learners. 

Grading: Evaluation: 
The following items will be used to assess student understandings of the course content:

Class attendance, reflections and homework assignments:
20% of your grade will be based on class attendance, participation in class activities, 
written responses to readings and/or homework assignments.
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Inquiry Presentation:

Students will be responsible for an in-class inquiry presentation on a topic relevant to ECE 
worth 25% of your final grade. 

Resource Binder: 

Students will hand in a binder of teaching resources addressing plans for classroom design, 
scheduling, transitions, observation, and group time activities accounting for 40% of your 
final grade. 

Resource Fair: 

Students will participate in a Resource Fair during the final class worth 15% of your final 
grade. 

Required Texts: Glenda MacNaughton and Gillian Williams (2009). Teaching young children: 
Choices in theories and practice (2nd edition). Berkshire, England: Open University Press. 

Karen Menke Paciorek (Ed.). (2012). Annual Editions: Early childhood education 12/13 (33rd 
edition). New York: McGraw-Hill.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: or co-requisite EDUC 464

Notes: Students in all Faculty
of Education courses are encouraged to review policies pertaining to 
academic
integrity available on the Undergraduate Programs website: 
http://www.educ.sfu.ca/ugradprogs/student_resources/index.html

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


