
Seminar in Administrative Policy

Business Administration 478

Section: D200

Term: 2003 Spring

Instructor: Dr. J. Sheppard

Office: WMX 4387

Phone:   291-4918

e-mail:  sheppard@sfu.ca

NOTES: http://www.sfu.ca/˜sheppard/index.html

Discussion Topics: Course Description:

This course is designed to provide the student with an introduction to Business Policy.  The 
goal of the course is to enhance students? ability to insightfully develop, articulate, and 
design implementation of a firm?s strategy.  The course will cover the strategic management 
process: i.e. strategy formulation and implementation.  A computerized strategy simulation 
(done in groups of 4 to 5) and case studies will support lecture and discussion of the 
course?s topics.

Grading: Grades for each assignment will be adjusted relative to the mean and standard 
deviation of the assignments.  Your grade will thus be your percentile placement on the 
normal distribution ? e.g. your group grade will be based on your group?s rank as represented 
by its percentile standing within its industry.

As part of your job in the group you will also evaluate the performance of others with regard 
to how well they assisted you in your task and how well they aided the group in its decisions 
to that point.   The average grade for the group is to be 3.1 for these evaluations.  
Remember you will be evaluated by others in the group too.  You may choose not to fill out a 
grade form, if you do not, all members of the group will receive a 3.14.

Individual Grade (55%)

20% Midterm 

20% Strategic Analysis 

10% Participation 

5% Contribution to group (5 x 1% each)

Group Grade (45%)

22% Average Annual Simulation Performance Score 



Seminar in Administrative Policy

3% Final Simulation Performance Score 

20% Presentation

100%

Required Texts: Hitt, Ireland, Hoskisson, Rowe & Sheppard; Strategic 
Management:Competitiveness and Globalization: Concepts, 1st Canadian ed, Nelson/Thompson 
Publishing:  2002. ("Text" below).

Hitt, Ireland, Hoskisson, Sheppard & Rowe; Strategic Management

Recommended Texts: Thompson & Stappenbeck; The Business Strategy Game ? A Global Industry 
Simulation: Player?s Manual, 7th ed., Irwin: 2001. (To save some cash you may want to share 
this book with one to two other people in your group.) ("Sim." below)

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Prerequisites:

90 credit hours; BUS 207, BUS 312, BUS 343 and one of BUS 374 or BUS 381.

Notes: 

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


