
The House of Commons Public Safety 
Committee is considering legislation that 
would tighten the requirements for a 
person to apply for a pardon.  The pardon 
process was called into question when 
The Canadian Press in April 2010 revealed 
Graham James had been pardoned in 
2007 of sexual offences against former 
teenaged hockey players.  The original 
bill was separated into two sections al-
lowing for quick passage preventing Karla 
Homolka from receiving a pardon when 
she became eligible in July 2010, if she 
applied.  In June 2010 Parliament passed 
an Act allowing the Parole Board of Can-
ada to deny a pardon if it would bring the 
administration of justice into disrepute.   
It also increased the eligibility period 
following the expiry of a sentence to 10 
years from 5 for offenders convicted of 
serious personal injury offences or the 
sexual offence of a minor. 

In November, John Hutton of the John 
Howard Society of Manitoba expressed to 
the standing Committee on Public Safety 

and National Security that the proposed 
changes to Bill C-23B are unnecessary 
and would ultimately make Canadians 
less safe.  Specifically, doubling the  
waiting period for those applying for a 
pardon, prohibiting those who have  
committed specific offences from ever 
receiving a pardon, denying anyone  
convicted of more than 3 indictable  
offences from ever applying for a pardon, 
and changing the term pardon to record 
of suspension.  In our opinion pardon 
implies that a person in question is no 
longer an offender or a risk to the  
community in a way record of suspension 
does not. 

A pardon does not prevent a person from 
being investigated for other offences or 
does it make it easier for a person to 
commit a crime in the future.   
What benefit is there to public safety by 
doubling waiting periods, taking away 
pardons from those who commit specific 
offences or more than three indictable 
offences?  On the contrary additional 
barriers placed in the way of persons 
trying to move forward and live  
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crime-free lives decreases public safety.  
A pardon is a major incentive for those 
trying to put a criminal past behind them 
it removes the stigma of a criminal  
record, restores self-worth, acts as a 
strong incentive to live a crime free life 
and obtaining better paying types  
of work.  Pardons help offenders become 
ex-offenders. 

A pardon does not eliminate a criminal 
record.  Criminal record checks for vulner-
able populations reflect historical of-
fences.  Some police forces do not purge 
their systems of offences which have 
been pardoned.  In addition, Pardon’s 
may be revoked by the Parole Board of 
Canada. 

Since 1970, more than 400,000  
Canadians have received a pardon and 
96% of them have not committed  
another crime as reported by the Parole 
Board of Canada. 

Should the Act to obtain a pardon be 
amended? You decide. 

- Tim 

PARDON ME? Bill C-23 

HESKETH FONDLY REMEMBERED 
Hearts are heavy around the community 
and at Gateway Men’s Shelter’s Bill’s Place 
following the passing of the shelter’s 
namesake. Bill Hesketh passed away in 
Vernon at the age of 78. 
The longtime executive director with the 
John Howard Society and founder of  
Howard House and Howard Industries was 
honoured in 2008 for his society involve-
ment by having the new men’s shelter 
named for him. 
“Bill Hesketh was a great guy,” said Blair 
Peden, a John Howard Society board mem-
ber for more than 30 years. “He was very 
bright and full of compassion, but he could 
be very tough when he needed to be.  
He and his family made great sacrifices  

in support of his life-long goal to provide 
shelter and programs to assist men in  
restoring their lives and feelings of  
self-worth. 
It was while working for the John Howard 
Society counselling death row inmates that 
Hesketh earned his diploma in social work 
from the University of British Columbia.  
In 1961, Hesketh and his family were  
assigned to Vernon as the John Howard 
Society landed in the Interior, and he never 
left. 
He was well-known and well-liked in the 
community, having helped launch the 
Vernon Boys Club, North Okanagan and 
Kelowna Social Planning Councils, the 
Vernon chapter of Big Brothers, Vernon 

Justice Council and People Place. 
A Rotarian for more than 40 years, which 
included a stint as president of the Vernon 
Rotary Club and being honoured with Ro-
tary’s Paul Harris Fellow award, Hesketh 
served on 10 boards for various organiza-
tions. He was asked to represent B.C. on a 
federal prison review board that led to the 
closing of the B.C. Penitentiary. 
Besides having the shelter named after 
him, Hesketh was given the John Howard 
Society’s first national award for humani-
tarian service, and Parliament recognized 
him with a certificate of merit. 
 
By Roger Knox - Vernon Morning Star 
November 09, 2010  



 

Managing Hobden House has 
given me a new definition of 
success in regards to  
Parolee’s. Success for some is 
finishing their sentence.   
For others success is measured 
by the changes in their  
behaviour that lead to their 
incarceration.  

A former resident of Hobden 
House had a long history of 
assaultive behaviour and  
issues controlling his anger. 
He took programs, Anger and 
Emotions and Violent offender 
programming and in these 
programs he learned tech-
niques on how to control his 
anger. Because he was at the 
point in his life that he 
wanted to change and was in 
the process of changing there 
were still concerns that he 
could become violent.  On one 
particular day he was told bad 
news and he became angry 
and argumentative. The staff 
on at the time was concerned 
as to what he would do when 
suddenly the resident stopped 

yelling and turned around and 
started to walk out of the 
office saying I need a time 
out.  Many people would think 
that by walking out would not 
be a good thing to do but for 
that particular client removing 
himself from the situation was 
a successful move and gave 
hope that when he returned 
to the community he would 
continue to work on control-
ling his anger. This change in 
his behaviour and attitude 
gave him more tools to use in 
order to take control of his life 
and not go back to jail. 

Many of our clients have not 
had the opportunities to live 
in the community successfully. 
People with substance abuse 
issues, emotional issues and 
behavioural issues or did not 
have a good start in life find 
obstacles in their life that may 
cause them to break the law 
and go to prison. 

Resident DW came to Hobden 
House via other CRF’s that had 
him suspended or they  

withdrew services because he 
was a difficult client. DW had 
an undiagnosed mental health 
issue which made him a  
difficult client to deal with and 
it took much of the staff’s 
time to work with him.  
Fortunately the staff was  
prepared to spend time with 
him to assist with his return to 
the community. The staff 
learned to work with his  
mental health issues and with 
patience he successfully 
moved to the community.  
The completion of his sen-
tence in a CRF was successful.  

For both of our residents they 
were as successful as a person 
with the all the trappings of 
monetary success. They dealt 
with issues that sent them to 
jail and were able to attain 
success through work and 
perseverance which makes 
them wealthy in thought and 
action. 

- Pat  

In mid-August, the John  
Howard Society of the  
Lower Mainland introduced a 
work crew program entitled 
Project Helping Hand.  The 
work crew was comprised of 
four individuals who struggle 
with multiple barriers that 
impede their employment 
opportunities.   

This program was designed to 
assist in dealing with the 
unique characteristics of the 
members in conjunction with 
developing transferable em-
ployment skills.  During the 
two months the project ran, 
the crew successfully  
completed many assigned 
projects. These projects  

update their resumes and 
begin searching for other  
employment. One of the crew 
members stated that the work 
program provided a purpose 
for him and the success of the 
projects was more than he 
ever could imagine.  Another 
worker stated how he enjoyed 
being able to use his skills and 
help others develop their own. 
As the vocational counselor,  
I feel like this project was a 
huge success! I would like to 
thank my crew and all those 
involved in creating such  
a meaningful opportunity.  
 
- Emin 

SO MANY OBSTACLES 

PROJECT HELPING HAND 
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consisted of painting fences 
and outdoor furniture, wash-
ing windows, creating walk 
pathways, power washing 
driveways among many other 
things.  Additionally, the work 
crew achieved its goal of  
obtaining work projects out in 
the community in which lawn 
maintenance was the primary 
focus.   

Although more contacts would 
have been welcomed, time 
constraints did not allow for 
them.  The crew members set 
individual goals at the begin-
ning of the program that 
many were able to achieve.  
For example, some of the 
individuals were able to  

“ Nobody can go 

back and start a 

new beginning, 

but anyone can 

start today and 

make a new 

ending.” 

- Maria Robinson 



Papillion, or “Pappy”, has a 
great Christmas story she 
would like to share with you. 
Pappy is a four-legged cat and 
cannot type or speak English. 
So I am writing this article for 
her. This little grey, green-
eyed, feisty female rides solo 
at Guy Richmond Place. She 
pretty much runs the place. 
When Pappy wants outside, 
she gets outside. When  
Pappy wants inside, she gets 
inside. Pappy does not care 
how much work needs to get 
done because when it is time 
for attention, it is time for 
attention.   

Recently, staff and residents 
started to notice changes in 
her behaviour. Everyone  
became concerned. It was 
time for a trip to an animal 
clinic. The Veterinary assessed 
Pappy to have a broken front 
tooth, fleas, ear mites, and 
tapeworms. The front tooth, 
the important fang tooth, 
would need to be extracted. It 
was so chipped that the tissue 
exposed was living tissue. 
Therefore, the Veterinary  
estimated that Pappy was in 
quite a bit of pain, and proba-
bly unable to eat and chew. 

The clinic printed out a quote 
that totaled $1900. This 
amount included everything 
that was required from the 
blood work before hand,  
to the teeth cleaning after-
wards. The House Manager of 
Guy Richmond Place was  
immediately called. How was 
GRP supposed to afford 
$1900?!  

The difficult decision to put 
Pappy down was made. As 
the John Howard Society is a 
charitable organization, an 
extra $1900 was improbable 
and completely unrealistic. 
The budget does not cover 
thousands of dollars on pet 

fees. The House Manager 
therefore had arranged for 
someone to pick Pappy up and 
drive her to the clinic to have 
this done. The residents of 
Guy Richmond Place found out 
what was about to happen to 
Pappy and revolted. It was a 
tense day in the house. Resi-
dents were threatening to 
transfer or to walk out. People 
were yelling at one another.  

The House Manager asked the 
powers that be for one more 
day. The residents deserved 
the chance to say good bye to 
Pappy. Immediately, the resi-
dents went online and started 
making phone calls around to 
different clinics in the Lower 
Mainland. The hope was that a 
different clinic could poten-
tially offer a discounted rate.  
If the quote could be lower, 
there was a possibility that 
the residents could raise the 
money themselves. Two  
residents found a clinic in 
North Vancouver that offered 
discounted rates. They  
explained Pappy’s situation 
over the phone. A new quote 
of $675 was received.  

That same night, a resident 
meeting was held at Guy Rich-
mond Place. Every resident, 
except one, attended (our 
best record yet). The House 
Manager explained that Pappy 
has a day and a half to live.  
If the money was not raised 
before Friday at 10:00am, 
Pappy was going to be put 
down. All residents would 
have to donate at least $30, 
and then hope the animal 
clinic could take some money 
off the top. It was a long shot 
for Pappy.  

As the meeting was ending, 
the money started to pour in. 
One resident put their hand up 
and said, “My community  

 
 

 

support is donating $400”. The 
room went silent. More and 
more residents put their hand 
up, “I’ll give $30”, and “I’ll 
give $30”, and “Yeah, me 
too”. Even the resident who is 
allergic to cats gave $20 
(Pappy previously had puked 
in his bed too). The resident 
who only makes $28 per 
week gave $20. Staff and the 
House Manager gave $30 
each. Within one night, 
Pappy’s life was saved.  

At the end of the week Pappy 
was taken to the Atlas Animal 
Hospital in North Vancouver . 
A discounted price was 
worked out. She had her front 
tooth extracted, medicine was 
administered, and at 9:30pm 
on a cold, dark and rainy Fri-
day night, Pappy was returned 
to Guy Richmond Place.  

Pappy may puke on people’s 
beds, she may drool in our log 
book, she asks to go outside 
approximately 250 times a 
day, but Pappy has helped out 
our residents throughout the 
years and has been there for 
people in difficult times. A big 
thank you was long overdue! 

So from everyone here at Guy 
Richmond Place, thank you 
Pappy!  

- Kailey 

PAPPY’S EARLY CHRISTMAS 

“ If you would 

know a man, 

observe how he 

treats a cat.” 

- Robert Heinlein 
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On a Saturday morning a small 
group of men gather in a class-
room at the Justice Institute.  
They range in age from their 
20s to their 70s.  They sit in 
chairs close to the front of the 
room. The only conversation is 
at the back of the room where 
law enforcement officers, John 
Howard Society staff, present-
ers and a practicum student 
wait for the day to begin.  The 
men don’t speak or look at 
each other.  They are here to 
attend the day-long Prostitution 
Offender Program, (POPBC) Also 
called John school.  

Ian , the coordinator of the 
program begins by outlining the 
format of the day and review-
ing the expectations: complete 
the program and go home with 
impunity; leave before the end 
of the day and you will be 
deemed not to have success-
fully completed the program 
and you will have to answer, 
usually by going to court.  Ian 
goes on to say that this day is 
not a “morality play on prostitu-
tion” but an educational pro-
gram that provides an alterna-
tive within the criminal justice 
system for men arrested under 
section 213 of the Criminal 
C o d e  o f  C a n a d a 
(Communications for the pur-
poses of Prostitution).  

 John School is “a once-only 
opportunity for those who are 
accepted into the program”.  To 
be referred by police at the 
time of arrest, the client must 
have no related criminal record, 
cooperate with the arresting 
officer, take responsibility for 
the arrest, and have no para-
phernalia in his vehicle or on 
his person that might indicate 
mal intent.  The client must also 
successfully complete an intake 
interview and pay a $500 ad-
ministrative fee prior to attend-
ing the all-day educational 
session. 

Throughout the next 7 hours 
the men hear from a Vice Unit 

detective, whose personal story 
involves a family member re-
cruited into prostitution; a 
street nurse from the BC Centre 
for Disease Control; a mother 
and father whose daughter was 
recruited into the sex trade, and 
former prostitutes who describe 
the enduring impact of their 
experiences.  The men hear the 
harsh truth of what a pimp is 
and does; the violence and 
abuse that is endemic in prosti-
tution; the myths of “choices” 
people make to become prosti-
tutes; the thriving market in 
youth prostitution and more.  A 
prostitute is many times more 
likely to be murdered than 
someone from the general 
public.  The average age of 
entry into prostitution is 14 (!)  
The men are asked to consider 
male privilege and the concept 
of power.  They are implored to 
stop the behaviour.  And many 
presenters acknowledge that 
“some of you won’t get it”. 

It’s easy to watch from the back 
of the room and to make judg-
ments from that safe distance.  
I can see when the men are 
most engaged.  During the 
discussion about what will and 
will not show up on their re-
cord, or what might happen if 
they’re stopped for any reason 
and the officer runs their plate 
and sees this arrest – the men 
are uniformly attentive.  When 
the street nurse hands out short 
quizzes on disease and asks 
them to work in small groups, 
they focus and concentrate.  
But it’s a long day and there is 
much information to absorb.  
Although the promise has been 
made that this program will not 
use shame to get the point 
across, it is obvious when the 
parents talk about their daugh-
ter, that it is very difficult not to 
be accusatory. They even lose it 
with one man who ends up 
being verbally attacked. The 
problem being that when this 
happens the group tends to 
shrink into itself and disengage. 

I am of two minds watching 
this day unfold; on one hand I 
think a day isn’t long enough to 
absorb and consider all the 
information presented.  For 
most of these men this is the 
first they’ve heard that they are 
part of an insidious industry 
that exploits and oppresses 
children and puts so many at 
risk.  Critics of John School say it 
lets men get off too easily with-
out having to face the courts.  
Detractors say that you can’t 
change behaviour in a day.  But 
not all arrests lead to conviction 
and the courts’ attitudes toward 
prostitution is nebulous at best.  
On the other hand, I saw some 
impact today.  I saw some men 
think about things they’d never 
thought about.  If they’d gone 
directly to court, they would not 
have had this opportunity, this 
education.  There are some who 
will go right back out there and 
continue the behaviour that got 
them here in the first place.  A 
second arrest will certainly 
result in a court date.   Sadly, it 
is those men who keep pro-
grams like POPBC full. 

Still, it’s important to know 
what happens at the end of this 
day, and the men complete 
evaluations which are collected 
by Ian.  In the brief check-in 
before we all leave the room, 
there is a wide range of re-
sponses.  One man says he had 
no idea about prostitution and 
the role he played in perpetuat-
ing violence and child abuse.  
His behaviour, he is going to 
change, and he expresses grati-
tude and respect for the people 
who spoke that day.  Another 
man asks “isn’t having sex 
normal?”  I hear the genuine 
perplexity in his voice and I 
wonder where he was all day 
or what he actually heard.  Like 
many of the speakers said, 
“some of you just won’t get it”. 

- Heather 

DEAR JOHN 
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“Bad times have 

a scientific 

value. These are 

occasions a good 

learner would 

not miss.” 

- Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 



My name is Sara and I am  
a practicum student from 
Sweden. I came to Canada 
about two months ago. I have 
been to Victoria, Whistler and 
Seattle and Grouse Mountain. I 
have seen Capilano Suspen-
sion Bridge, Stanley Park, 
downtown Vancouver and I 
have experienced Thanksgiv-
ing. Through my practicum 
placement I have been able to 
visit Fraser Regional  
Correctional Centre, the  
downtown Community Court, 
see the shelter at the First 
United Church Mission and I 
have much more waiting.  
I have gotten to know so 
many great people,  
co-workers and clients.  

When I first heard about this 
placement I was worried I 
wouldn’t be able to handle it. 
I thought it would be too hard 
to get through to anyone.  
I am just… Sara, I am young 
and I don’t have much experi-
ence, how could I help any-
one? I have realized that most 

of the clients don’t expect 
miracles. I can’t change  
anyone’s life but I can help 
someone change it them-
selves. I can help them take 
the first step.   

I really enjoy the challenges 
that the clients have given me 
so far. At first when I started 
my biggest struggle was the 
language. I was not familiar 
with the terms used in this 
field at all. A man came in and 
asked if we helped with advo-
cacy. I had no idea what that 
meant. A few weeks later a 
woman came in, soaking wet. 
She cried and was not able to 
speak. I felt so bad for her.  
I wanted to do so much for 
her but all she asked for was a 
bus ticket. Recently I went to 
FRCC to see the employment 
preparation program. I was so 
nervous I could barely answer 
the guys when they wondered 
if I could speak English.  
I stumbled “yes, no…yes eh”. 
I had no idea what to expect, 
but they were just people, 

they were not going to hurt 
me. I relaxed and I learned a 
lot from them. They are all 
human beings and all I can do 
is try. 

As I have told my teachers at 
home, I think it’s amazing 
what the John Howard Society 
does. I wish we would have 
something similar in Sweden.  

Since I came to Canada I have 
taken part of a great lifestyle. 
I have met some great people 
but most important of all, I 
have learnt so much about 
how hard life can be. I am so 
thankful that I have gotten the 
chance to get to know some 
of the John Howard Society’s 
clients. They have taught me 
so much that I would never be 
able to learn in Sweden. 

All these people willing to 
share their experiences and 
knowledge with me… It has 
been awesome so far! 

- Sara 

INTERNATIONAL SHARING 

POSSABILITIES 

An narrative seems unjustified 
for my experience, thus I say 
these: 

“Untitled Piece 311” - Scream-
ing fiery magenta, Touch of 
cool Azure, Creation of Expres-
sion. 

“ The Artist” - A depth and 
movements, Playful mind, 
Famous Larry . 

“ The Ladies” - A familiar face, 
There she was, Female friend 
in tow. 

“The Couple” - Her cashmere 
yellow, His trimmed beard, A 
lovely couple. 

 

From The PossAbilities  
5th Annual Art show for BC 
Artists with Developmental 
Disabilities. 

- Rob and Larry 

  

A chilly Thursday autumn  
evening. He was ready to 
boogie and enjoy the night. 
We searched for his art, 
passed it twice and finally 
located it as part of a trip pas-
tel exhibits. The Artist paced 
the room, agog for the result 
of the next few hours.  

He projected a sense of pride, 
felt curious, and wondered if 
“Untitled Piece 311” would 
find a warm home. An anony-
mous benefactor purchased 
his art work and made his 
eyes twinkle.  
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“Art is the most 

intense form of 

individualism 

that the world 

has known.” 

- Oscar Wilde  



The HPI program went 
through a major transition in 
the past few months, with a 
member of the team moving 
on, and a new member com-
ing in and taking over the 
vacant position.  The HPI  
program welcomed Tanya in 
July, to be the other half of 
the HPI team.  In the past few 
months Tanya has transitioned 
well into her new role, and 
the HPI program continues to 
reach many goals and assist 
clients.  

With the newest team mem-
ber completely trained and 
ready to go, the HPI team has 
been busy over the past  
several months continuing  
to support our clients in the 
provincial institutions, and 
other community clients who 
are at risk of homelessness, 
by assisting them in locating 
potential housing.  The HPI 
team has been successful in 

assisting many clients in locat-
ing housing, and have been 
staying in contact with clients 
to assist them in maintaining 
the housing.  While doing this 
support and visiting Fraser 
Regional Correctional Center, 
Surrey Pre-trial Center and 
North Fraser Pre-trial Center 
on a weekly basis, the HPI 
team has also made time to 
attended information fairs at 
the provincial institutions, a 
contractor’s appreciation 
lunch, as well as a Staff Team 
Challenge day at Surrey  
Pre-trial Center.  The Staff 
Challenge Day entailed the 
HPI team to work with the 
staff at the center, and partici-
pate in a ‘scavenger hunt’ of 
different resources all over 
Surrey.  This all day event was 
a great opportunity for the 
team to work with staff at the 
Center, as well as locate and 
receive information on all of 

the remarkable resources in 
the Surrey area, as the HPI 
team is finding that more 
clients are locating to the  
Surrey area. The program has 
been excited to be part of 
these events and other over 
the past few months.  

The HPI program also contin-
ues to create strong partner-
ships with probation officers, 
institutional staff, mental 
health, treatment recovery 
centers, shelters, downtown 
eastside resources, as well as 
other community resources all 
over the lower mainland.  The 
program will continue to assist 
clients in being successful 
upon their release into the 
community, by providing  
support and working in  
collaboration with the  
community supports clients 
may have.   

- Pam 

MAINTAINING OUR PARTNERSHIPS 
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“ He who wishes 

to secure the 

good of others 

has already 

secured his 

own.” 

- Confucius 

MAKING A NORMAL LIFE 

My name is Paul. I am on full 

parole. In May I received a 

disability pension. I have 

schizophrenia. Now that I 

receive more money per 

month I can live better. The 

first thing I did was make a 

budget. It is simple but effec-

tive. I can save some money 

every month. A good pair of 

hiking boots costs over $100.  

For the fist time in my adult 

life I have a garden in front of 

my ground floor apartment.  

A small thing, but a blessing. 

It has become a vital part of 

freedom for me. 

The completion of all those 

activities of daily and weekly 

living make one successful; 

doing your laundry, vacuum-

ing, getting on my hands  

and knees to scrub the  

kitchen floor, doing the 

dishes, inviting a friend over 

for dinner and watching  

playoff hockey together. 

 

It even seems normal and 

natural to receive all those 

flyers in the mail about sales 

in local stores; such a simple 

thing but it makes me feel 

human. I want to thank Jean 

and the JHS for their continued 

support. Thank you. 

- Paul 



John.  Not his real name but 
that’s what we’ll call him.   
I first met John at the King-
haven Treatment Center in 
Abbotsford in the summer of 
2009.  He was almost finished 
his treatment there.  John’s 
Parole Officer had requested 
he be screened for Tims 
Manor.  Before I went to King-
haven to interview John, I had 
reviewed his file and I felt 
based on the file information 
that he wasn’t an appropriate 
candidate for Tims Manor.  But 
I felt I should go interview 
John anyways.   

John has a very long criminal 
history consisting of 19 convic-
tions starting from when he 
was 16 years of age for prop-
erty and drug offences.   
Before that, he lived in foster 
homes throughout his entire 
childhood.  John reports that 
he lived in 39 different foster 
homes as a kid.  When he left 
“home” at the age of 15 he 

made the downtown eastside 
of Vancouver his home for the 
next several years.  This is 
when John become heavily 
addicted to heroin and his 
criminal lifestyle began.   

Considering John’s past, his 
lack of community support 
and his poor release history, I 
was very hesitant about con-
sidering him for Tims Manor.  
When I went to interview John 
at Kinghaven, he had only 
about a week left there and 
no where to go.  He told me 
that if he didn’t get accepted 
into Tims Manor, his only 
other option he felt was to go 
back to living on the streets.  
What I saw in John after meet-
ing with him was a willing-
ness to change his life around.  
He repeatedly told me that he 
just “doesn’t want to go back 
to living on the streets”.  I felt 
John deserved a chance.  
Maybe a safe place to live and 
support would be all he needs 

to be successful.  I was right.   

I am happy to say that I was 
able to attend John’s one year 
cake with Narcotics Anony-
mous recently.  Over the past 
year, John has stayed con-
nected with NA and has also 
reconnected with his brother 
and mom which has been a 
very positive thing for him.  
Both his mom and brother 
attended his cake as well.  
John also successfully com-
pleted his Parole and has 
been permitted to continue 
living at Tims Manor in one of 
the non CSC suites.  John has 
come a long way considering 
all the barriers he has faced.  
He is one person I figured 
would probably not make it 
but took a chance in support-
ing him anyways and am so 
glad that I did and that he is 
continuing to do well.   

- Melanie 
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Friday’s are generally quiet 

around the Administration 

Office, so when Alanna came 

up with the idea of using the 

Board room to do a Journal 

making course with the clients 

I thought “Sure no problem”.  

So the date was set, the  

clients notified and mats to 

protect the table were bor-

rowed from Alanna’s mother.  

Ciel, who, had in the past, 

both volunteered and worked 

with the Society came in with 

all the materials, the clients 

trooped in, and the creativity 

flowed.  First from Ciel’s pre 

setup “kits” we chose the 

materials to make the Journals 

and then the fun began!  At 

one point I became a little 

worried about the amount of 

noise that we were making, 

as both Dale and Tim were in 

their offices attempting to 

work.  However, when I 

checked on them, I found that 

they were not disturbed, but 

rather were enjoying listening 

to all the laughter echoing out 

of the Board Room.   

All in all it was a very success-

ful  afternoon, the clients sur-

prised themselves with the 

super books they made, with 

how much they could enjoy 

creating this unusual craft and 

there was the extra benefit of 

super Mother’s Day gifts being 

created. 

- Jo-Anne 

JOURNAL MAKING 
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