
Introduction to Archaeology

Archaeology 201

Section: D100

Term: 2010 Spring

Instructor: Dr. Bob Muir

Discussion Topics: Archaeology is the study of human cultures through the analysis of 
material remains, such as artifacts, structures, animal bones, and plant remains.  This 
course will introduce students to archaeological method, theory, and practice.  It will 
consist of a survey of principles, concepts, techniques and interpretive approaches used by 
archaeologists to study human cultures of the past.  This will be supplemented with an 
examination of the role that archaeology plays in our modern world.  Examples will be drawn 
from archaeological research from throughout the world, illustrated by slides and films. This 
is a lecture course with no tutorials. Students will be evaluated on the basis of three short 
written assignments and two exams.

Grading: Mid-term exam: 20%
Assignment #1: 15%
Assignment #2: 15%
Assignment #3: 25%
Final Exam: 25%

Required Texts: Renfrew, Colin and Paul Bahn. 2007  Archaeology Essentials : Theories, 
Methods and Practice.  Thames and Hudson, New York.
Sabloff, Jeremy A. 2008  Archaeology Matters: action archaeology in the modern world. Left 
Coast Press, Walnut Creek, Ca.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

Notes: Breadth: Social Sciences

Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must contact the Centre for 
Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112 or csdo@sfu.ca.

All students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with regard to academic 
honesty and student conduct (S10). These policies are available at the following web address: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/index.html

Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated medical disability.

February 15-26  Olympic Games break. All classes cancelled. Offices open. TAs will not be 
available for consultation during this time.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


