Et hnogr aphi ¢ Met hodol ogy: Soci al / Cul tural Ant hropol ogy
Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opol ogy 875

Section: D100
Term 2012 Sunmer

I nstructor: Dara Cul hane
Email: cul hane@fu. ca
Ofice: AQ 5072

Tel ephone:  778-782-5479

Di scussion Topics: SA 875-5 invites to students to engage in an exploration of ethnography as
this Method? Met hodol ogy? Genre? Epi stenol ogy? Practice? Theory? Art forn? Energes as a focus
of contenporary debates in anthropol ogy, and across the arts, humanities and social sciences.
We will exanine ethnography as a process of inquiry, of know edge and meani ng creation and
recircul ation, and of commruni cation that energes and is created and performed within and
through social relationships. This course is organized around key debates surroundi ng
ethical/political challenges facing ethnographers, relationshi ps between ethnography and
theory, the politics of know edge, and dilemras of political engagenent. In particular, we
will focus on new work that responds to critiques of conventional hierarchies of know edge,
and chal | enges et hnographers to take enbodi ed, multisensory, affective, experiential
narrative know edge seriously.

How, though, might we actually study and comuni cate such other forns of know edge and
expression, and devel op nethodol ogi es that facilitate such explorations? The question why to
do et hnography will be considered as inseparable from and prinmary to, the question how to do
et hnogr aphy.

Students will have an opportunity to engage in a study of the practice of ethnographic

met hodol ogy in diverse contenporary contexts. (1) Students will participate in explorations
in the practice of sensory ethnography through two in-depth exercises that pay particul ar
attention to enbodi ment, affect, narrative, and experience. (2) Students will also keep a
field notes journal and post entries to a class blog throughout the course. (3) As a cl ass,
we will undertake close reading of a selection of contenporary ethnographies together. (4)

In consultation with graduate supervisors, and with SA 875 instructor, students wll select
for independent reading and critique one anthropol ogi st/ et hnographer whose work is
particularly relevant to them (Life and Times Project). (5) The final assignment consists in
a reflexive paper, drawn fromfield notes journal, that addresses the question: Wy do

et hnography? (5) Students will have an opportunity to explore diverse nodes of
representati on and conmuni cati on of ethnographic research that include but are not limted to
conventional academ c papers. E.g.: new ethnographic witing forms, posters, image-based
and/ or text and inmge presentations, audio & or visual, live performance. To be discussed in
cl ass.

G adi ng: (1)\xO09Et hnogr aphi c exercise 1, report: 25%

(2)\ x09Et hnogr aphi c exercise 2, report: 25%

(3)\x09Life and Tinmes project: 20%

(4)\ x09Ter m paper: Way and How | may do et hnography, 20%
(5) Blog postings: 10%

G adi ng and Academni c Honesty:

Al assignments in this course nmust be conpleted for a final grade to be assigned. The

Depart ment of Sociol ogy and Ant hropol ogy follows SFU policy in relation to grading practices,
grade appeals (Policy T 20.01) and academ c honesty and m sconduct procedures
(S10.01-S10.04). It is the responsibility of students to informthensel ves of the content of
these policies available on the SFU website: http://ww. sfu.cal/policies/teaching/index.htm

Requi red Texts: PRE-READI NG (Yes! Please read before first class)
(1) Hecht, Tobias (2007) AFTER LIFE: an et hnographic novel. Durham SC. Duke University
Press. Available in SFU library as e-book



Et hnogr aphi ¢ Met hodol ogy: Soci al / Cul tural Ant hropol ogy

(2) Cerwonka, Allaine and Liisa H Ml kki (2007) | MPROVISI NG THEORY: PROCESS AND TEMPORALI TY
I N ETHNOGRAHI C FI ELDWORK.  Chi cago: University of Chicago Press. Available in SFU library as
e- book.
(3)Stewart, Kathleen (2007) ORDI NARY AFFECTS. Durham SC. Duke University Press. Available
in SFU library as e-book.
(4)Pena, Elaine. Perform ng Piety: Mking Space Sacred with the Virgin of Guadal upe.
University of California Press, 2011
(5) Et hnographi es for class reading to be assigned after student/instructor consultations.
(6) Each student is responsible for conpiling bibliography for individual Life and

Ti mes project, after consultation with graduate advisors and 875 instructor.
(7) Readings to support assignnents as set out in full syllabus.

Recomrended Texts: None

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es: None

Prerequi site/ Corequisite:

Notes: If you are interested in taking this course please nmake arrangenents to neet with the
instructor prior to registration to discuss preparation of independent reading |ists.

cul hane@fu. ca; 778-987-6132.

Students from departnents other than Soci ol ogy and Ant hropol ogy are wel come.

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was naintai ned by SFU

Student Services and the University’s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



