
Human Osteology

Archaeology 373

Section: D100

Term: 2011 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Ana Boza

Office: SWH 9217
Phone: 778.782.8972
email: ambozaar@sfu.ca
Office Hours: TBA

Discussion Topics: As a practical, hands-on course, this foundation course is designed to 
provide the senior undergraduate with a thorough, laboratory-based knowledge of human 
skeletal and dental anatomy and variation. The student will learn to identify all the bones 
in the human skeleton, with special emphasis on the recognition of bone fragments, major 
landmarks in each skeletal element and basic skeletal biology. The second part of the course 
will be devoted to learning oseological methods and analysis applicable to bio-archaeology, 
forensic anthropology and paleopathology. These methods include estimation of age at death, 
sex, biological affinity, stature, trauma, differential diagnosis and pathological 
conditions. In addition, issues related to the ethics of excavating and analyzing human 
remains will be discussed in class.

Grading: Bi-weekly Quizzes  10% each, total 50%
Research Paper and Presentation  30%
Laboratory Exercises, in oral format  20%

Required Texts: Tim D. White and Pieter A. Folkens. 2005. The Human Bone Manual.  Elsevier.

Besides the required textbook, additional reading will be assigned for some lectures.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: ARCH 131

Notes: Some of the material presented during lectures might contain disturbing images. 
Laboratory exercises will require handling of human remains.

Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must 
contact the Centre for Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112 or 
csdo@sfu.ca

All students are expected to read and understand SFU&sqts policies with 
regard to academic honest and student conduct (S10). These policies are 
available at the following web address: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/index.html
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Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated medical disability.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


