
Readings in the History of Art and Culture

Contemporary Arts 314

Section: D100

Term: 2012 Spring

Instructor: Christopher Pavsek, Woodward’s 3845, 778.782.4675, cpavsek@sfu.ca

Discussion Topics: This course will explore the tradition of "Critical Theory" and related 
approaches to interpreting and understanding the role of culture in the world. Though 
originally the term "Critical Theory" referred to the thought associated with members and 
associates of the Frankfurt School, we will widen our perspective in this class to include a 
broader tradition of "materialist" approaches to culture, which will include some of the most 
exciting thought about culture in the 20th Century. We will begin with some philosophical 
precursors to this tradition, Marx and Freud and Nietzsche, and then move on to read works by 
Walter Benjamin, Theodor Adorno, Ernst Bloch, Louis Althusser, Fredric Jameson, Slavoj Zizek, 
Gayatri Spivak, Michel Foucault and Judith Butler. The texts we read will address issues in a 
variety of arts and cultural fields: the visual arts, cinema and literature. In addition to 
the readings, there will be occasional film screenings. The course will be conducted as a 
"reading course" by which I mean class time will be spent in intensive, close reading of the 
texts at hand.

Grading: Short essay: 20 %
Take-home midterm: 20%
Longer final essay: 40%
Class participation: 20%
Depending on class size, there may also be a presentation and grading percentages will be 
adjusted accordingly.

Required Texts: Tucker, The Marx-Engels Reader Butler, Judith: Gender Trouble Nietzsche, 
Beyond Good Evil Freud: Civilization and its Discontents
An Outline of Psychoanalysis Foucault, Michel: History of Sexuality, Vol 1 Ardono, Theodor: 
Minima Moralia Zizek, Slavoj: Welcome to the New World Order

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: At least 2 prior courses in FPA or permission from instructor.

Notes: 

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


