
Human Origins

Archaeology 131

Section: E100

Term: 2002 Summer

Instructor: Lisa Anderson
Office:  (MPX) EDB 9628
e-mail:  lisa_anderson@archaeologist.com
Evening course at Burnaby campus

Discussion Topics: Physical Anthropology is the study of human origins, and this course 
begins with the history of the discipline and principles of evolution.  Primate and human 
evolution combine the study of fossils, biochemistry, comparative anatomy, ecology and 
archaeology.  This course surveys recent Palaeoanthropological studies in the context of 
world prehistory through the examination of relevant case studies and origin models.  
Included are principles of historical and current evolutionary theories, the development of 
subsistence strategies, animal and plant domestication, population dynamics, as well as the 
social differentiation and complexity of early humans.  Critical evidence of human 
differences and commonality will be highlighted with key examples drawn from Hominid 
evolution in Africa, Europe, Asia and the Americas.

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:
1.    Summarize evolutionary theories and the history of Palaeoanthropology.
2.    Understand the primate body and life in the fossil record.
3.    Outline the affects of demography and human adaptation to early paleo environments.
4.    Understand and report on the adaptation and systemics of New World anthropoids and Old 
World Monkeys.
5.    Recite the role of apes and the study of human communities with updated information on 
primate biology, evolutionary approaches, and comparative primate data.
6.    Understand human diversity through hominid evolution.

Grading: Quiz        10%
Term Paper        25%
Midterm Exam        30%
Final Exam        35%

Required Texts: Jurmain, Robert, Harry Nelson, Lynn Kilgore and Wenda Trevathan  2000  
Introduction to Physical Anthropology  8th edition.  Wadsworth Publishing Company.

Recommended Texts: Lewin, Roger  1999  Human Evolution:  An Illustrated Introduction  4th 
edition.  Blackwell Science, Oxford.
Zihlman, Adrienne L., Carla J. Simmons (Illustrator)  2001  The Human Evolution Colouring 
Book.  Barnes and Noble Books, New York.

Materials/Supplies: none

Prerequisite/Corequisite: none

Notes: This is a lecture course with no tutorials.
Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated medical disability.
This course may be applied toward the Certificate in Liberal Arts (Set 10).

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


