
Selected Topics in Labour Studies

Labour Studies 330

Section: D200

Term: 2011 Fall

Instructor: John-Henry Harter
Email:\x09jhharter@sfu.ca
Office:\x09TBA

Discussion Topics: Course Overview:
This course is concerned with the depiction of the working class in film. We will focus on 
film practices and some of the theoretical perspectives that have emerged to account for 
them, with particular emphasis on class.  We will examine Hollywood films as well as 
independent films, Canadian films, and documentaries to see how our ideas about labour, trade 
unions, and employment have been informed and misinformed by film and film practices.  We 
will discuss how to read film in order to understand some of the techniques and methods it 
uses, and how they affect us. Since movies are also an industry, we will explore the 
consequences of having mass, popular, and working class culture turned into something you 
buy, rather than something you do. This course will also provide students with the basic 
vocabulary for understanding concepts in the field of film study (questions of narration, 
realism, and spectatorship). At the same time, the course examines specific themes in labour 
studies, through the movies themselves and through the issues, incidents, and events they 
portray. 

Grading: /Evaluation: 
Seminar Participation\x09\x0920%\x09-\x09based on weekly participation in seminar
Film Critique #1\x09\x0910%\x09-\x095 pages on one film
Film Critique #2\x09\x0920%\x09-\x098 pages on one or more films
Reading Notes\x09\x09  5%\x09-\x09two reading notes (one page each)
Take home exam\x09\x0915%\x09-\x09definitions, terms, and short answer
Research Essay \x09\x0930%\x09-\x0915 page paper*

All students are expected to read SFUs policies concerning academic dishonesty.
[T 10.02 and T 10.03]. The policies can be read at these websites: 
www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10-02.htm and www.sfu.ca/policies/teaching/t10.03.htm. 

Required Texts: John Storey, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction - 3rd 
edition (Pearson Longman 2001)

Timothy Corrigan, A Short Guide to Writing About Film - 5th edition (New York: Pearson 
Longman, 2004)

Access to a television and VCR and/or DVD player is necessary to complete assignments in this 
course.

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 
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Notes: None

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


