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Media Advisory: Jevin West calls out fake news at SFU’sMedia Advisory: Jevin West calls out fake news at SFU’s
President’s Dream Colloquium kick-offPresident’s Dream Colloquium kick-off
September 12, 2018

    Print

Contact:Ian Bryce, University Communications, 604-773-8134, ian_bryce@sfu.ca
Photos: https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfupamr/albums/72157697833070482Jevin West, an assistant professor at the University of Washington’s Information School, is co-creator of the course ‘CallingBullshit’ that teaches students to identify and refute fake news. He will visit Simon Fraser University’s Vancouver campus onThursday, September 13 as the first guest speaker of the 2018 President’s Dream Colloquium on Making	Knowledge	Public.West developed the course with colleague Carl Bergstrom to combat misinformation, with a particular emphasis on data,figures, visualizations and statistics. The course is now being taught at universities around the globe. 
WHAT:This fall’s Simon Fraser University’s President’s Dream Colloquium will focus on Making	Knowledge	Public. The six-partpublic lecture series, beginning on Thursday, September 13, will explore how scholarly research serves and engages thepublic through topics such as government policy, citizen science, and the role of research in the public sphere.Lectures will take place at SFU’s Burnaby and Vancouver campuses. The events are free and open to the public but requireregistration and will be live streamed. Each lecture will be followed by a networking event and reception. 
WHEN:- Thursday, September 13- 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
WHERE:- Fletcher Challenge Theatre, Harbour Centre, SFU’s Vancouver campus- 515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver 
WHY:
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· Less	than	half	of	scholarly	papers	published	recently	are	available	for	the	public	to	read.	A study from earlier thisyear found that the number and proportion of freely available articles is growing, but has only reached 4 per cent of theliterature published in 2015.· Canadians	are	less	“science	literate”	than	we’d	like	to	think.	Although Canadians are considered relatively “scienceliterate” by global standards, a recent survey revealed significant gaps in public understanding of several key issues. Forexample, 40	per	cent	of	people	surveyed	thought	climate	change	science	was	unclear, 20 per cent trusted intuitionover science on GMOs, and 20 per cent  believed in a potential link between vaccines and autism.· Another study found that fewer	than	half	of	Canadians	would	be	able	to	read	and	understand	a	newspaper	article
about	a	new	scientific	discovery.· There is a	gender	gap	in	science	literacy — a recent report suggests that just 32 per cent of Canadian women are scienceliterate, compared to 53 percent of men. 
ABOUT	SIMON	FRASER	UNIVERSITY:As Canada's engaged university, SFU is defined by its dynamic integration of innovative education, cutting-edge researchand far-reaching community engagement. SFU was founded more than 50 years ago with a mission to be a different kind ofuniversity—to bring an interdisciplinary approach to learning, embrace bold initiatives, and engage with communities nearand far. Today, SFU is Canada’s leading comprehensive research university and is ranked one of the top universities in theworld. With campuses in British Columbia’s three largest cities – Vancouver, Burnaby and Surrey – SFU has eight faculties,delivers almost 150 programs to over 35,000 students, and boasts more than 150,000 alumni in 130 countries around theworld. -30- Simon Fraser University: Engaging Students. Engaging Research. Engaging Communities.
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