
Music Education as Thinking in Sound

Education 869

Section: G002

Term: 2012 Summer

Instructor: Dr. Susan ONeill
Email: sao@sfu.ca

Location, Day & Time: Monday 4:30-9:20pm, Burnaby Campus, Education Building Room 7500F to 
June 25; Room EDB 7600F July 9-30

Discussion Topics: This course will provide students with the opportunity to examine 
critically key issues associated with music, culture, and education. Music plays an important 
role in all human societies. It is an essential component of most rituals, ceremonies and 
gatherings, whether religious, festive, sporting, educational or political. Most people spend 
considerable periods of time every day listening to music. School children often learn to 
play a musical instrument, or sing in a choir. A piece of music can put you in a good mood, 
or it can move you to tears. It can make you want to sing and dance, or send you into a deep 
state of relaxation. It can sound orderly or chaotic, consonant or dissonant, interesting or 
boring, familiar or strange. Music affects people’s lives in innumerable ways. It can help 
you to identify with, or cause you to feel rejected by, a particular social group. This 
course will explore these issues through readings and discussion of what music is, what it 
means to be musical, and what it means to be a musician. Our understanding of these areas 
impact on music education in a variety of ways. As such, the course will assist students in 
developing their understanding of music education in both theory and practice.

Grading: Written responses to selected readings: 20%
Class contributions and presentations: 20% 
Music inquiry/reflexive analysis: 30%
Final paper: 30% 

Required Texts: Barrett, M. (2011). A cultural psychology of music education. Oxford 
University Press. [ISBN 978-0-19-921438-9]

Clarke, E., Dibben, N., & Pitts, S. (2010). Music and mind in everyday life. Oxford 
University Press. [ISBN 978-0-19-852557-8]

DeNora, T. (2000). Music in everyday life. Cambridge University Press. [ISBN 0-521-62732-X]

Selected readings (available from instructor at cost)

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

Notes: Students in all Faculty of Education courses are responsible for knowing policies 
pertaining to academic integrity available on the website:
http://students.sfu.ca/academicintegrity/policy/index.html

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


