
Studies in the History of Education in the Western World

Education 250

Section: D100

Term: 2010 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Stephen R. Campbell

Email: sencael@sfu.ca
Class Times: Wednesdays, 2:30PM - 5:20PM; breaks 3:40PM-4:00PM September 8th to December 1st

Location: Room BLU10031 (Blusson Hall, north of bus terminus)

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 1:00PM - 2:00PM

Discussion Topics: Calendar Entry

A study of major trends in educational practice from antiquity to the present. May be
applied towards the certificate in liberal arts. Breadth-Humanities/Social Sciences.

This course is especially designed to introduce the foundations of education to undergraduates
seeking entry to teacher credential programs and are striving to become reflective 
practitioners,
but it is a course particularly suitable for any student interested in the history of 
educational
theory and practice in Western culture. The focus of the course will be on ways in which
contemporary educational theory and practice have emerged from the past.

Objectives

Although education has its foundations in our biological embodiment within the world, it is
first and foremost a sociocultural process unfolding through time. Hence, education also has
important psychological and historical dimensions. Our aim in this course is to follow
trajectories of educational thought through the course of Western civilization.

Grading: Requirements:

In addition to punctual attendance, students will prepare, present, and participate in
discussions on 10 written assignments based on the assigned readings, worth up to 4%
each for a total of up to 40% of your final grade. There will be 12 quizzes for the reading
assignments, of which only the best 10 will be counted, worth up to 3% each for a total
of 30% of your final grade, There will be a term paper, worth 30% of your final grade.
Participation in class discussion is mandatory, not optional.

Required Texts: Reed, Ronald F., & Johnson, Tony W. (Eds.) (2007). Philosophical documents in
education (3rd Edition). New York: Longman. ISBN: 978-0-205-55384-2

Recommended Texts: Tarnas, Richard (1991). The passion of the Western mind: Understanding the 
ideas that
have shaped our world view. New York: Ballantine Books. ISBN: 978-0-345-36809-6

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: None.

Notes: Students in all Faculty
of Education courses are encouraged to review policies pertaining to 
academic
integrity available on the Undergraduate Programs website: 



Studies in the History of Education in the Western World

http://www.educ.sfu.ca/ugradprogs/student_resources/index.html

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


