
Introduction to the Humanities

Humanities 101W

Section: D100

Term: 2012 Spring

Instructor: Niall Mackenzie

nma@sfu.ca

778.782.3406

Discussion Topics: This course has three broad purposes. First, to get students thinking 
about certain fundamental questions of moral intelligence, as those questions arise across a 
range of human relationships  with ones family and friends, with society, with oneself and 
with the divine. Second, to alert students to some of the diverse ways in which literary 
texts and other cultural artifacts can generate meaning. And third, to foster an 
understanding of canon-formation and the pursuit of humanistic knowledge as historically 
conditioned processes, in which we have a role to play as interpreters and continuators.

Grading: Draft of First Paper 5%

Draft of Second Paper 5% 

Draft of Third Paper 5% 

Tutorial Participation 15% 

First Paper 15% 

Second Paper 15% 

Third Paper 15% 

Final Exam 25% 

Required Texts: Sophocles, Antigone, trans. Richard Emil Braun (OUP, 1990).

Glynn Burgess, trans., The Song of Roland (Penguin Classics, 1990)>.

Niccol Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. George Bull (Penguin Classics, 2001).

Frederick Douglass and Harriet Jacobs, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an 
American Slave & Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Modern Library, 2004).

Michael Frayn, Copenhagen (Anchor, 2000).

Further readings will be made available online by the instructor.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 



Introduction to the Humanities

Prerequisite/Corequisite: None

Notes: Hum 101 is a writing intensive (W) course. Students will receive specific guidance on 
how to craft a written argument. The assignments are designed to teach critical thinking and 
writing skills that are of use not only in other humanities courses, but in courses in other 
disciplines as well.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


