Soci al Issues and Social Policy Analysis (SA
Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opol ogy 340

Section: D100
Term 2003 Fal

Instructor: Steve Kerstetter

Emai | : sakerstetter @s. com

O fice: AQ 5079

Di scussi on Topics: The Canadian welfare state is being transformed by governments captivated
by neo-liberal strategies, conservative fiscal policies and gl obal forces that pronote the
mar ket pl ace. This transformation is acconpani ed by changes in enpl oynent, unenpl oynent,
underenpl oynent, inequality and poverty and changing famly forns and structures. The
transformation is also taking place at a tinme of sweeping changes in tax reginmes that affect
the ability of governnents to finance a wi de range of social prograns.

How much protection is provided by provincial welfare prograns, federal enploynent insurance,
child benefits, pensions and enpl oynent standards |egislation? How are these prograns
changi ng and what factors underlie their transformati on? Wy should we care about the
capacity of the welfare state to provide basic protection to Canadi ans?

Cont enmporary social policy debates are preoccupi ed with questions regarding the capacity of
government, affordability and sustainability, the allocative efficiency of the market, and
i deol ogi es that assign |less responsibility for social welfare to the state and nore to

i ndi viduals and communities. This course provides students an opportunity to devel op
critical social policy analysis skills through an exam nation of the social, political and
econom ¢ context of recent inconme security reforms in the Canadi an wel fare state

Gradi ng: G oup Debates: 25%

M d- Term Exam nati on (short answers, closed book, in class): 30%

Fi nal Exam nation (essay questions, closed book, in class): 35%

At t endance/ Participation: 10%

Requi red Texts: Lightman, Ernie, 2002. Social Policy in Canada: Who Benefits? Who Pays?
Toronto: Oxford University Press.

Jackson, A. and D. Robinson, 2000. Falling Behind: The State of Wrking Canada. Ot awa:
Canadi an Centre for Policy

Recomrended Texts: None



Soci al Issues and Social Policy Analysis (SA
Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es: None

Prerequi site/ Corequi site: Prerequisites: SA 150 and either SA 101 or one other |ower division
(A) course.

Not es: The course instructor reserves the right to check for plagiarismusing software
provi ded by the SFU admi ni stration for this purpose.

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was maintai ned by SFU
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data mgrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



