Sel ected Topics in Economics

Econom cs 483

Section: D100

Term 2008 Spring

Instructor: J. Liu

Di scussion Topics: Information technol ogy industries are characterized by high fixed costs
and | ow margi nal costs of production, large switching costs for users, and strong network
effects. This course focuses sonme of the inmportant econom c factors affecting information
technol ogy industries. Topics include: switching costs and | ock-in, supply-side econom es of

scal e, denand-si de econom es of scale, standards, systens effects, and conmputer nedi ated
transacti ons.

Grading: Grading will be based on four assignments (20%, a mdtermexam (309, a term paper
(15%, and a final exam (35%.

Required Texts: Hal R Varian, Joseph Farrell and Carl Shapiro, The Econonics of Infornmation
Technol ogy: an introduction. Canbridge, 2004.

Recomrended Text s:
Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:

Prerequi site/ Corequi site: ECON 301 and 305; 60 credit hours

Not es: Students requiring accompdations as a result of a disability nust contact the Centre
for Students with Disabilities (604) 291-3112 or csdo@fu.ca

Al students are expected to read and understand SFU s policies with regard to academ c
di shonesty (T 10.02 and T 10.03). These policies are available at the foll ow ng web
addr esses:

http://ww. sfu. cal/ policies/teaching/t10-02. ht mand

http: //wwv. sfu. ca/ policies/teaching/t10-03. htm

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was nmintai ned by SFU
Student Services and the University’'s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data mgrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



