
Introduction to Labor Economics

Business Economics 280

Section: D100

Term: 2011 Spring

Instructor: W. Polasub

Discussion Topics: 

An
introduction to economic theory and empirical work in the context of labour
markets. We will discuss basic analysis of the labour market and industrial
relations system, with emphasis on major issues in Canadian public policy.
There will be required readings from Drost and Hird, Introduction to the
Canadian Labour Market, and recommended readings from Ehrenberg, Smith, and
Chaykowski, Modern Labour Economics: Theory and Public Policy (Canadian
Edition).

The
ultimate goal of the course is to sharpen your economic thinking and develop a
critical sense of how to evaluate labour market policy. We will find that
policy assessment is crucially based on some economic model in the back of your
mind. I hope to bring this insight to the front of your mind. We will spend
considerable time evaluating models in the context of policy, and policy in the
context of models.

Grading: 

Assignments:               30%
Midterm:                      30%
Final:                           40%

Required Texts: 

Drost and Hird, An
Introduction to the Canadian Labour Market, Nelson 2006.

Recommended Texts: 

Ehrenberg, Smith and Chaykowski, Modern Labour
Economics: Theory and Public Policy, Canadian Edition, Pearson (2004).

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: ECON 103 or 200 and 105 or 205. Students who
have taken ECON 301, 305, or 381 may not take BUEC 280 for further credit.  

Notes: 

** NO TUTORIALS
DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASSES **

Students requiring accommodations as a result of a
disability must contact the Centre for Students with Disabilities at



Introduction to Labor Economics

778-782-3112 or csdo@sfu.ca
All
students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with regard to
academic dishonesty (S 10.02 and S 10.03). 
These policies are available at the following web addresses: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/files/Students/S10.02.pdf
and http://www.sfu.ca/policies/files/Students/S10.03.pdf

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


