
ST-Selected Topics in Chinese Studies

Asia-Canada 302

Section: D100

Term: 2000 Fall

Instructor: X. Li,

AQ 6208, 291-5331

Email:xlia@sfu.ca

Discussion Topics: Films and popular cultural texts produced in late twentieth-century China 
are "windows" of Chinese society for at least two reasons: first, China’s cultural production 
has undergone tremendous transformation since the late 1970s, when economic reforms and the 
"open-door" policy were initiated and promoted by the government to foster modernization.  
Films, television programs, and a new political economy of cultural production reveal the 
extent to which Chinese society has changed in the past two decades as a result of 
globalization and the implementation of a market economy.  Secondly, it is a well-known fact 
that in twentieth-century China, art, politics, and social life are intricately linked. In 
the 1980s in particular, artists strove to play an important role in social changes through 
critical, and sometimes satirical representations of lived realities.  It can be argued that 
films and popular cultural texts produced in the past fifteen years are miniatures of the 
gradual transformation in China and they reveal the complexities of everyday life in Mao’s 
and post-Mao China.

The course offers a close look at contemporary Chinese society and culture in historical 
frameworks.  Films and television programs constitute a key component of course content, 
complemented by writings on Chinese cinema, popular culture, and the important phenomena 
captured by the films and popular culture texts (e.g. the cultural revolution, modernization, 
economic reforms, globalization, nationalism, legal reform, urban and rural life).

Grading: Four journals and class participation 30%

Term paper      30%

Final take-home     40%

Required Texts: Zha Jianying, China Pop. New York: The New Press, 1995.

Students will be required to purchase a custom courseware package from the Bookstore.

A few articles will be distributed in class or put on reserve at t

Recommended Texts: N/A

Materials/Supplies: N/A

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Recommended 30 semester hours.  ASC 200.
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Notes: For inquiries contact wendy_sjolin@sfu.ca 

Visit our Asia-Canada website

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


