
Advanced Anthropological Theory

Sociology and Anthropology 870

Section: D100

Term: 2003 Fall

Instructor: Dr. M. Kenny

Email: michael_kenny@sfu.ca

Office: AQ 5059 

Discussion Topics: This seminar examines anthropological theory though its history. To this 
end we will read a number of ’classical’ works in anthropology representative of a number of 
distinctive anthropological styles: evolutionary, functionalist, cultural-symbolic, and 
structuralist. These works will be discussed collectively in the seminar, and each 
participant will be asked to select one particular theorist for more detailed examination in 
a presentation, and in a formal paper thereafter.

We will not just be concerned with what was said, but also with why it was said in relation 
to the particular cultural/historical setting in which a given anthropologist worked; each 
study will therefore inevitably have a biographical component. We aim to understand 
anthropology itself as a cultural phenomenon that sheds light on the societies that produce 
it.

Grading: Since this is fundamentally a graduate seminar, participation is essential on a 
weekly basis. It is expected that the seminar presentation will be relatively formal, 
following criteria that will be defined at our first meeting. The final paper should be about 
25 pages, and structured in terms of the same criteria.

Presentation:  25%

Paper:   75%

[Please note that undergraduates are only admitted to this course on the basis of available 
space, a GPA of at least 3.25, and consent of the instructor]

All the assignments in this course must be completed for a final grade to be assigned.

Required Texts: The theorists and works to be considered are: * 



Advanced Anthropological Theory

Lewis Henry Morgan. Ancient Society  Transaction Publisher

Emile Durkheim. The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life  Free Press

Bronislaw Malinowski

Recommended Texts: None

Materials/Supplies: None

Prerequisite/Corequisite: SA 301, 90 credit hours, a GPA of at least 3.25 and consent of the 
instructor.

Notes: * The number of theorists to be considered will depend on the number of students in 
the seminar, and therefore may change slightly depending on circumstances.

The course instructor reserves the right to check for plagiarism using software provided by 
the SFU administration for this purpose.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


