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University Communications

MEDIA RELEASE

Governor General to visit SFU's innovation incubator
May 31, 2017
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Contact:
Wan Yee Lok, University Communications, 778.782.3210, wyl12@sfu.ca

Cricket protein bars and water harvested from the air are some of the innovations that will be showcased during the
Governor General's visit to Simon Fraser University’s VentureLabs® on Thursday, June 1, 2017. His Excellency the Right
Honourable David Johnston will participate in a roundtable discussion with 25 early stage and experienced entrepreneurs
and social innovators in technology, health, sports and food security. The discussion, moderated by SFU President Andrew
Petter, will bring together the innovation ecosystem to exchange ideas on expanding innovation in Canada.

WHAT: Governor General to visit SFU VentureLabs®
WHEN: Thursday, June 1, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.

WHERE: SFU VentureLabs®, 12t floor, 555 West Hastings St, Vancouver, B.C. (No key access required)
WHY: To bring together the innovation ecosystem and discuss the ways to improve Canada’s culture of innovation.

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES:

There is opportunity for media to obtain visuals during demonstrations of SFU VentureLabs® innovations for the Governor
General following the roundtable discussion. The demonstrations will showcase:

Coast Protein- a company that uses modern sustainable processes to cultivate crickets for use in flour-based and protein
powder-based products.

HAWgen- a machine that harvests clean drinking water from the atmosphere, which could be an answer to the world’s
growing water needs.

Curiate- an audience measurement platform that answers why viewers watch certain shows and how media providers,
content creators and advertisers can grow and retain their audiences.

There is also opportunity for media to speak with SFU Vice-President of Research Joy Johnson, who leads SFU Innovates,
the university-wide initiative that includes SFU VentureLabs®. Please note that the roundtable discussion is not open to the
public or media.

FAST FACTS:

SFU VentureLabs®, which falls under the SFU Innovates umbrella, is a top performing technology business accelerator in
Western Canada, with more than 8,000 event attendees, 200 entrepreneurs trained, 40 companies accelerated, 79 patented
technologies commercialized, $117 million in capital raised, $38 million in revenues and 400 jobs created to date.

SFU Innovates is a university-wide strategy that builds on our dynamic culture and seeks to strengthen Simon Fraser
University’s commitment to innovation and entrepreneurship. Based on SFU’s vision to be Canada’s engaged university, SFU
Innovates helps students and researchers mobilize their ideas for positive social and economic impact. SFU Innovates is
moving ideas into action.
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About Simon Fraser University

As Canada's engaged university, SFU is defined by its dynamic integration of innovative education, cutting-edge research

and far-reaching community engagement. SFU was founded more than 50 years ago with a mission to be a different kind of

university—to bring an interdisciplinary approach to learning, embrace bold initiatives, and engage with communities near

and far. Today, SFU is Canada’s leading comprehensive research university and is ranked one of the top universities in the

world. With campuses in British Columbia’s three largest cities - Vancouver, Burnaby and Surrey - SFU has eight faculties,

delivers almost 150 programs to over 35,000 students, and boasts more than 145,000 alumni in 130 countries around the

world.
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