
Introduction to Asia-Canada Studies II

Asia-Canada 102

Section: D900

Term: 2011 Fall

Instructor: Michael Newton

Discussion Topics: This course will introduce the major trends in the development of 
civilization in East Asia. We will examine patterns of thought and belief, values, 
worldviews, institutions, historical events, and forms of creative expression that 
contributed to the distinctive civilizations of Asia.   We will also consider how these 
patterns conditioned the interactions among Asian regions and with the non-Asian world.  
Focus will be on the histories, cultures, and societies of China, Japan, and to a lesser 
extent, Korea, but also some attention will be paid to South and Southeast Asia.  Throughout 
the course we will look at the impact of history on specific issues of present-day Asia 
including the role of gender and class, the impact of modernization and the consequences of 
imperialism using a blend of approaches from the humanities and social sciences.  This course 
does not assume any prior knowledge of the cultures or languages of the Asia, but is intended 
to provide students with a base for further study in the Asia-Canada program. Throughout the 
term students will become familiar with scholarly web-based materials as well as the books 
and journals related to Asia in the SFU library. In addition to the required texts listed 
below, students will also be responsible for a number of translations and short academic 
readings posted on the course WebCT.

Grading: 5% - Map Quiz
10% - Participation
35% - Midterm Exam
50% - Final Exam

Required Texts: Stephen G. Haw, A Travellers History of China (4th ed.)

Richard Tames, A Travellers History of Japan (3rd ed.)

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: 

Notes: This course is designated B-HUM and meets the Breadth-Humanities undergraduate degree 
requirements.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


